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M A K E  P L A N N E R S  P R O M O T E  E N A B L I N G  H O U S I N G  S T R A T E G I E S

This international network, consisting of Prof Dick Urban V estbro, Swe den; Assoc Prof Barnabas Na wan gwe, Uganda; Dr Malika 

Bourennane, Quatar; PhD student Ian Senkatuka, Uganda, and others,  ex plores what enabling housing str ategies means in 

practice, and studies its in"  ue nce on the role of planners/architects.

The idea of the project is to analyse the obstacles to implement the enabling housing str ategy recommended by the UN, especia lly 

the dif#  cu lty for planners to adapt to the new requirements. The international debate o n how to solve the globa l housing proble m 

has shown that con ven tional procedures for house standards and urban development do not meet the needs of the p oor. Instead 

so called enabling strategies are adv ocated. This str ategy implies incremental growth, self-construction, relaxation of  st andards, 

private-public partnership and resident participation in planning. R esearch has shown that planners often resist these procedures. 

Therefore it is of interest to explore which the obstacles are and how the ro le of planners and architects can be reform ed to #  t 

the demands of the poor.


