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Stockholm meeting was a success 
 

The ARCǒPEACE biannual meeting in Stockholm 15-18 April, 2010, was yet another suc-

cessful event of our organisation. Holding the meeting and conducting the presentations cum 

seminar discussions in conjunction with our closest collaborator ASF International has been as 

rewarding as it was in Barcelona in 2008. Wider participation among members of ARCǒ-

PEACE and the collaborators, stronger pledge for the mission and exploring new ways of col-

laboration and field initiatives, are the results which inspire us all.  

Bijay Misra. 

New members on their way 

Seventeen members from eleven countries participated in the biannual meeting and made presentations keeping high 

the spirit of ARCǒPEACE, is a clear success. Welcome news was received from several countries. ARCǒPEACE 

Sudan with its varied activities is near to enrol a few more members to reach the number 30 and ARCǒPEACE India, in 

the making, is already having ten members on the list and an equal number on promising members on line. ARCǒ-

PEACE Japan is on a revival path with new members promising to join the existing small group. All these strides are 

encouraging and give us confidence in making ARCǒPEACE stronger.  A new inspiring logo, improved website and 

the yahoo list have provided extra strength for communication and collective action among all members of ARCǒ-

PEACE. 

As a co-chair of ARCǒPEACE it is a special source of confidence in our mission and encourages me to put my best 

for the mission in order to take it to new highs. I am sure, you all, our fellow members, feel the same.  
 

Activities that hold the ARCǒPEACE mission high 

Several exemplary grass root initiatives are undertaken by members in Peru, Sudan, India, Nepal, focusing on specific 

aspects of social responsibility. ARCǒPEACE as an institution has been active in standing against social injustice and 

unethical practice in architecture and planning. We have rightly made three important public statements namely, ñIsra-

eli architects must stop designing illegal settlementsò as infringement on Palestine sovereignty; ñThose who pollute 

most must commit themselves to greater reductionsò with regard to greenhouse gas reduction; and ñArchitects and 
Planners must take the global slum problem seriouslyò, realizing that we do not do enough to contribute to the reduc-

tion of the global slum problem. Added to these statements ARCǒPEACE has continued avidly to vent its mission and 

views against the nuclear weapons and facilitating access of the poor to housing and basic infrastructure at several 

platforms of the UN such as ECOSOC, Habitat and Human Rights. 
 

The road ahead till we meet in 2012 

We have the challenge to innovate and do more to promote social justice and reduce inequality in the development 

process. We know that the task is huge but we can each do our bit individually. We can also make a jump in the task 

through collective action. The Stockholm meeting charted new actions to strongly focus on 2 or 3 themes that are close 

to our mission. It was decided to explore strong action that relate to three great threats to mankind namely: eradicate 

nuclear and weapons of mass destruction, response to environmental crisis including managing climate change and 

risks from disasters and housing crisis for the majority. It is also encouraging to note that members wanted a clearer and 

stronger focus in all activities being pursued at the UN on behalf of ARCǒPEACE. We decided to have closer interact-

tion between the members for suggestions and advice for the ARCǒPEACE representative at the UN. It is also further 

encouraging that members promised to explore new ways to raise the funds for ARCǒPEACE through increased 

memberships and approaching global funding agencies with solid proposals for cross country and cross cultural field 

projects. 
 

We can do it collectively 

All this new energy is most welcome. We all together can achieve our goals. The challenge before us is closer. 

We should have more frequent interaction between us, share responsibilities and voice univocally to promote 

the ARCǒPEACE mission. I am optimistic that we will stride ahead and pace during the coming years and 

strive best to put ARCǒPEACE on the global map.  
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Sven Thibergôs welcome address 
 

 

Dear ARCǒPEACE members and friends! I am glad to 

have the opportunity to welcome you to Stockholm and 

the combined ARCǒPEACE and ASF meetings.  
 

Stockholm 1988  

For me this ARCǒPEACE meeting closes the circle: It 

was in July 1988 that the formation of ARCǒPEACE took 

place here in Stockholm. Now we are 22 years ahead and 

ARCǒPEACE is still going strong.  

Only four participants of the 1988 meeting are here 

today, Osman El Kheir, Munira Daifalla, Dick Vestbro 

and I. A few founding members are still in touch with us. 

Among them we find Tician Papachristou (the first co-

chair), Kate Macintosh and Akio Hayashi. The Stockholm 

Executive Committee Meeting 1988 succeeded to form a 

stable ground for the organization in a constructive and 

optimistic mood.  

However, the meeting was not totally free from con-

flicts. Most disturbing was the objections to a proposed 

statement against the Iraq governmentôs use of chemical 

weapons in the Kurdish village of Halabija. At that time 

Saddam Hussein was a close friend of USA. After some 

trouble the following compromise was adopted:  
 

We condemn acts of genocide and all arms of mass 

destruction, among them chemical weapons as those 

recently used by Iraq against the Kurdish people.  
 

Prague 1989  

At the Stockholm meeting we were invited by the Union 

of Czechoslovak Architects to hold the coming meeting in 

Prague. After an intense planning period, with Jim Mor-

gan as a very active member, the meeting took place in 

Prague 7-10 November 1989 with participants from 42 

countries. During the planning period in Prague we 

understood that the Czechoslovak leadership was des-

perate. Daily demonstration took place. The police was 

shooting in the streets. In my keynote I addressed ñthe 

three threats ï the arms race, the ecological crisis and the 

global shelter crisisò. I said:  

ñThere is only one world. It is here and now. Man has 
created three fundamental threats to the continued 

existence of this world and to its inhabitants´ survival. 

The three threats are linked. All of us take part in 
processes which increase or reduce these threats. We 

have keys to change. We can see what may be behind 
the gate to the future. Let us step through that gate 

with concrete tools in our handsò.  
 

Even if the threats were visible In Prague there were also 

positive signs. I referred to a series of studies and com-

missions working on the problems. The Palme Report on 

Common Security, The Brundtland Commission Report 

Our Common Future and the UN-Thorson report on the 

Change from Military to Civic Production. I also pointed 

out that ñThe issues I have 

dealt with up to now must be 
related to more overriding 

problems concerning human 
rights and freedoms.é.Free 

speech is a precondition for 

a successful conference.ò  
 

This message was addressed to the Czechoslovak regime. 

The Prague meeting became much more dramatic than we 

had expected. It happened to be held during that week 

when the Berlin Wall fell. The downfall of the Berlin 

Wall had consequences on all levels. Even our Czecho-

slovak hosts were swept away. The chairman lost his 

position and the organization was dissolved. Suddenly the 

Swedish secretariat was left alone with the summing up of 

the conference. During the following week in Prague the 

Velvet Revolution became a reality. People were dancing 

in the streets. Vaclav Havel gave interviews in TV.  
 

Stockholm 2010  

I have referred to Stockholm 1988 and Prague 1989 as 

interesting parallels to our meeting today in Stockholm 

2010. The three threats are still here, but in new shapes: 

¶  The global economic crisis  

¶ The ñwar against terrorismò  

¶ The Middle East conflict  

¶ Old and new nuclear weapons  

¶ The continuing threats against the environment  

¶ The climate change  

¶ The settlement crisis  
 

These are global realities. We have to react on them both 

as ordinary citizens and as professionals. They are all 

challenges for ARCǒPEACE today and tomorrow. In my 

opinion it is necessary to focus on items where we have 

the competence needed to make a difference. This means 

concentration on a limited number of projects and 

activities.  

I foresee that we also have to focus on internal chal-

lenges. One is how to strengthen the internal contacts 

without exaggerated communication. Today broken con-

tacts are our weakness as a network of cooperating pro-

fessionals. Certain experiences show that we need to be 

much better. Let us start to focus on the ARCǒPEACE 

newsletter. It could be an important tool for an open and 

critical discussion with professionals and the public.  

We also have to discuss means to reach colleagues and 

the public. As many of us have an academic background, 

activities in schools and universities should have high 

priority. Today it is a missing possibility to recruit new 

members.  

Have a nice and fruitful stay in Stockholm! 
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Important decisions for the future taken in Stockholm 
 

The Stockholm meeting was the 16
th
 biannual conference 

of ARCÅPEACE since the start in Brighton in 1987. This 

yearôs meeting attracted 14 members from 8 countries. 

Fortunately the conference started just before the eruption 

of the volcano on Iceland. All expected members arrived 

safely, but quite many could not leave Stockholm as plan-

ned. This resulted in involuntary days with extra meetings 

and sight-seeing in Stockholm. 

Co-chair Bijay Misra opened the meeting and explai-

ned the importance of the ARCÅPEACE mission. With a 

few PowerPoint slides Secretary Dick Vestbro presented 

a summary of developments since the foundation of 

ARCÅPEACE while Sven Thiberg gave an overview of 

ARCÅPEACE achievements during the period when he 

acted as Secretary and Chairman (see separate article). 

 
Necessary to fulfill minimum requirements 

All participants reported about the activities in their res-

pective countries. Some of the presenters made presen-

tations at the special seminar jointly arranged by ARCÅ-

PEACE and ASF-International the day after the ARCÅ-

PEACE conference (see separate articles). The secretary 

reported about the activities the last two years. It was 

noted that some member organizations had seized to exist 

and that some Board members do not participate in the 

email discussions. The secretary was asked to emphasize 

the necessity to fulfill minimum requirements to remain 

in the Board. 

The main UN representative of ARCÅPEACE, Branka 

Balac, gave a lecture about her work in the UN. She ex-

plained the nature of the different UN bodies and gave an 

account of her own activities as the coordinator of the 

Human Settlements Committee. In the discussion quest-

ions were raised to what extent the specific ARCÅPEACE 

issues were put forward, and how to improve communi-

cation between Branka Balac and ARCÅPEACE as an 

organization. Branka Balac was urged to send specific 

questions to the Board or to the discussion list in order to 

get a feedback where our organization has specific com-

petence. 

The economic report for 2009 (made by accountant 

Örjan Svane) showed that ARCÅPEACE had incomes 

from membership fees of USD 570 and from donations of 

USD 4330, while expenses were only USD 295 (bigger 

expenses expected in 2010). 

It was decided to re-elect Bijay Misra and Osman El 

Kheir as Co-chairs; Dick Vestbro as Secretary and Mewa-

hib Mohamed as Treasurer, with Örjan Svane as the 

accountant. Sven Thiberg was elected to be the auditor. 

 

Revision of membership fee 

The structure of membership fees have not been changed since 1988. After discussion it was decided to apply the 

following membership fees: 

¶ US$ 40 for students.  

¶ US$ 50 for individual members. 

¶ US$ 100 for small organizations. 

¶ US$ 200 for medium-size organizations. 

¶ US$ 500 for big organizations. 

¶ Member for life = 10 times the sum above 

(depending of category). 

 

 

Activity plan for the coming period 

Being a network rather than a formal organization ARCÅ-

PEACE has not earlier had formal activity plans. This 

was considered less satisfactory by the Stockholm meet-

ing. Therefore a session of brain storming was carried out 

as a basis for a proposal to be made by the Board. In the 

discussion the following proposals came up: 

× To improve the website, based on a proposal from 

ARCÅPEACE Sudan. 

× To improve the newsletter and make efforts to circu-

late it more actively, and to maintain the policy to 

translate (part of) newsletters into other languages 

than English. The editing task is to circulate among 

members. 

× To recruit more individual members, including stu-

dent members, and to encourage them to form 

groups or organizations. 

× To encourage persons who support the cause of 

ARCÅPEACE but have limited time to be at least 

paying (supporting) members.  

× To collaborate with ASF-Int in concrete projects  

In connection with the meeting a guided tour was made 
to the Hammarby Sjöstad environmental city (above) 

and the ecovillage of Understenshöjden.  
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× To work together with ASF with respect to applica-

tions for funds from the European Union and other 

sources of funding. 

× To make efforts to produce another publication 

reflecting the goals of ARCÅPEACE. 

× To stimulate public debate about professional ethics, 

including critique of unethical practices.  

× To continue to make public statements on current 

issues and send them to mass media. 

× To engage in training and capacity-building at the 

local level.  

× To compile a document showing good projects of 

member organizations when doing fund-raising. 

It was also decided to ask the Executive Committee to 

make a budget including Eur 3000 for travel costs (meet-

ing in 2012), Eur 2000 for book printing and Eur 200 as 

membership fee in ASF-Int.  

The meeting took place at the 

Royal Institute of Technology. 

Seen from the left are Branka 

Balac, Duaa Derdiri, Mewa-

hib Magoub Mohamed (face 

hidden), Franziska Amacher, 

Valeria Sciaretti (ASF-Italia), 

Richard Losalajome (ASF-RD 

Congo), Guruprasad Rane 

(Habitat Technology Group, 

India), Salumu Kitenge (ASF-

RD Congo), Pawan Shrestha 

(ASF-Nepal), Osman El Kheir, 

Helen Slade, Sven Thiberg, 

Bijay Misra. Photo: Dick 

Urban Vestbro 

 
 

What ARCÅPEACE did the last two years 
 

At the meeting in Stockholm the secretary presented a report about the ARCÅPEACE activities during the last two 

years. Despite the limited size of our organization the report shows that quite much has been achieved. The full report 

can be downloaded from the website. Here only a summary is included.  
 

Members 

The secretary reported that ARCÅPEACE had 11 registe-

red member organizations at the time of the Barcelona 

meeting in 2008. Since then some have ceased to exist, 

for instance ARCÅPEACE Aotearoa (New Zealand). Be-

sides the organization members there are 45 individual 

members in 16 countries. Recently ARCÅPEACE has got 

new members in India, Norway, Serbia and Spain.  
 

Follow up of Barcelona meeting 

The meeting in Barcelona in April 2008 attracted 14 parti-

cipants from 11 countries. Among other things it was de-

cided to revise the ARCÅPEACE Charter so that it fulfills 

more of a constitution, besides being a platform of our 

organization. The Barcelona meeting was combined with 

a seminar entitled ñAre architects and planners obstacles 
to enabling housing strategies in low-income countries?ò. 

The papers from this seminar were edited into a book, 

which was later distributed to members and to the World 

Urban Forum in Nanjing in November 2008 and in ASF 

meetings.  
 

Khartoum meeting 

In connection with Dick Vestbroôs visit to Sudan in Octo-

ber 2009 ARCÅPEACE Sudan arranged a lecture for the 

Sudanese Institute of Architects with Vestbro as the main 

speaker, a two-day training seminar for Sudanese profes-

sionals, and a special meeting with ARCÅPEACE Sudan. 

The occasion was also used to plan for the Stockholm 

meeting and to discuss a facelift for the website.  
 

Public statements 

During the period ARCÅPEACE has adopted the follow-

ing public statements: 

1. Architects and planners must take the global slum 

problem seriously (May 2008). 

2. Israeli architects must stop designing illegal settle-

ments (May 2009). 

3. Those who pollute must commit themselves to greater 

reductions (November 2009). 

The one on design of illegal settlements was published on 

websites of Israeli and Palestinian organizations critical to 

Israelôs violation of international law, besides being dis-

played on our website. It is estimated that ARCÅPEACE 

statements have achieved very limited publicity due to a 

lack of a mass media strategy.  
 

Use of Yahoo list 

Since 1999 ARCÅPEACE is running a discussion list 

(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/arc-peace/). In April 

2010 the list had 74 members. Since November 1999 as 

many as 590 messages have been exchanged. The topics 

include revision of the Charter, the relationship between 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/arc-peace/
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The General Assembly meeting of ASF-International in Grenoble, April 2009. 

Dick Vestbro represented ARCÅPEACE at this meeting. 

the UN and NATO, statement about the Copenhagen 

meeting, the competition about the logo, military archi-

tecture in Israel/Palestine, and an appeal for the Cuban 

human rights defender Nestor Rodriguez. The Yahoo list 

could be used much more for pertinent professional and 

political discussions, especially since ARCÅPEACE can 

meet physically only once every two years. 
 

Collaboration with ASF-Int 

During the period ARCÅPEACE has 

intensified its collaboration with 

Architecture Sans Frontières ï Inter-

national. Dick Vestbro has represen-

ted ARCÅPEACE in the Board of 

ASF-Int and served as an active 

Secretary in this organization. Dur-

ing the last two years ASF-Int has 

increased to 18 members, extended 

its collaboration between members, 

produced a project portfolio, which 

also serves as an exhibition, and 

consolidated its position in other 

ways. ARCÅPEACE has played a 

vital role in this development.  

 

Final reflections 

The increase of slums around the world, and the lack of 

appropriate professional commitment to address the slum 

problems, points to the need for stronger social responsi-

bility among architects and planners. Although the Cold 

War is over the threats of nuclear and other arms of mass 

destruction are not being reduced as they should. In the 

practice of architecture and planning professions to a 

large extent trends continue to show lesser social res-

ponsibility and weaker ethical considerations. Therefore 

organizations such as ARCÅPEACE and ASF-Int are 

needed more than ever to advocate and intervene to bring 

about a desirable change. However, both our networks are 

weak in many respects. Due to inadequate funds ARCÅ-

PEACE has not been able to establish a Secretariat with 

administrative staff. All our activities are based on volun-

tary work, which implies that our network, which is based 

mainly on email contact, is very vulnerable. The current 

unevenly distributed tasks make the situation even more 

vulnerable. Therefore, it was thought necessary that 

Board members should volunteer themselves to take share 

the tasks as far as possible and there should be more 

equitable distribution of tasks among the members of the 

Ex.Co.  

It was clearly realized that last two years has seen clo-

ser collaboration with like-minded organizations like ASF 

Int and ADPSR. This has greatly added to the strength of 

ARCÅPEACE to work better towards the social goals, 

enhance capabilities at the grass-root and uphold ethics in 

our profession.  
 

Dick Urban Vestbro 
 

ARCǒPEACE Sudan:  

Climate design and competence with social responsibility 
 

The presentation by ARCǒPEACE Sudan in Stockholm meeting was a combination of varied material, a report on 

organizational aspects, a review of projects planned and implemented and the visit of Dick Vestbro and Ahmed Al 

Jowder to Sudan in October 2009 plus associated professional training and social programmes.  
 

Membership of ARCǒPEACE Sudan had reached 28, just 

short of the number required to officially register. How-

ever that did not prevent the conduct of projects under the 

umbrella of the Sudanese Institute of Architects (SIA) or 

the Sudanese Environmental Conservation Society 

(SECS). A building for SECS itself - The Environmental 

Information Centre - was an outcome of this collabora-

tion. This has now started functioning and is intended to 

also serve as an exhibition of eco-solutions. Another pro-

ject with SECS was the sand water cooler, building on the 

international award winning design by the head of the 

industrial design section, Faculty of Fine and Applied 

Arts. A water pipe spirals through chopped bricks and 

sand entrapped between two hollow brick walls. Surplus 

water wets this core and taps terminating the pipe provide 

clean cool drinking water. This invention replaces the 

widely and publicly used zeer house (water pots) which is 

a likely source of contamination. Some design adjust-

ments were effected, construction improved, labours 

trained and a manual was produced with a list of materials 

and cost estimates. Tens of units have since been imple-

mented in schools, market places, mosques and health 

centres.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/arc-peace/message/531?l=1
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/arc-peace/message/531?l=1
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Poster of the project 

about House of Fear 

Sand water cooler. Note old type of water pots in the background.       Dick Vestbro speaking on vernacular architecture. 
 

In October 2009 Dick Vestbro from Sweden and Ahmed 

Al-Jowder from Bahrain visited Sudan at the invitation of 

ARCǒPEACE Sudan. The visit was a good opportunity to 

introduce ARCǒPEACE Sudan to a wider public. Dick 

gave a lecture on vernacular architecture attended by 

nearly 80 people. He also participated in a presentation 

for members of ARCǒPEACE Sudan. A social program 

was also organized comprising a Nile cruise and visits to 

museums and to the pyramids some 300 kilometres north 

of the capital.  

A two days training programme was furthermore orga-

nized for young public sector professionals by the Suda-

nese Centre for Engineering and Environmental Studies in 

collaboration with ARCǒPEACE Sudan. At this work-

shop Dick Vestbro gave four lectures while Ahmad Al-

Jowder, Mewahib Magoub and Osman El Kheir contri-

buted with one lecture each. The main themes were 

sustainable urban development and enabling strategies in 

planning and housing in low-income countries. The 

success of the event raised hopes that it can be repeated 

on a yearly basis. It has also been suggested that other 

ARCǒPEACE organization arrange similar programmes, 

something that helps sharing experiences and strengthe-

ning professional relations.  
 

Osman El Kheir 

 

The Museum of Contemporary Phenomena in Chicago 
 

The Museum of Contemporary Phenomena (MCP) explores emerging issues of our time, instances where distinct 
political, social and cultural events intersect and demand to be investigated. It is a forum for public inquiry that is at its 

apex when enlivened with a cacophony of diverse and conflicting points of view. MCP places equal value on public 

events designed to elicit personal responses, and exhibitions intended to inform and to encourage action, all backed by 
intensive research. At the Stockholm meeting Helen Slade presented projects she was involved in at the MCP. 
 

Projects of MCP include ñnuclear fieldwork,ò uniting pro- 

and anti-nuclear activists in Washington State on the com-

mon ground of science and art in the 1990s, and Mayorôs 

Office for Voter Enfranchisement (MOVE), a commentary 

on voting irregularities in the City of Chicagoôs 2000 elec-

tion. 

Since 2006 MCP has been looking into the ramifica-

tions of dismantling the social safety net in the United 

States. To date, this inquiry has included three projects: 

ñWhat Do You Fear?ò ï in which people recorded their 

everyday fears in the context of the Bush administrationôs 

war on terror, and ñHouse of Fearò ï a gallery installation 

presenting these fears. ñGlue Factory,ò our third project, 

was completed in 2009. It featured antidotes to the fear of 

growing old, presented as broadsides, created by artists, 

architects, students, scholars and researchers. 

 

The Glue Factory 

The ñGlue Factoryò is part of an ongoing project by the 

Museum of Contemporary Phenomena that began in 2006 

with ñWhat do you fear?ò and ñHouse of Fearò ï a pair of 

projects eliciting public expression on personal fears. 

For ñWhat do you 

fear?ò gallery visitors 

were given a card and 

asked to write down 

their fears. The cards 

were then reproduced 

as slides and projec-

ted on the walls of a 

gallery at a one-night 

installation, ñHouse 

of Fear.ò Peopleôs 

fears were wide-rang-

ing, from spiders to 

nuclear bombs, yet 

there was a distinct 

pattern of fears that 

seemed to converge around the disappearing social safety 

net: fears of growing old, without a job, without someone 

to take care of you, without money, of losing oneôs health, 

oneôs identity, or a world to live in. Curiously, not one 

person mentioned Muslims, terrorists, or Iraqis, despite 

the war and pervasive media campaign at that time. 


