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Reflections from Barcelona
By new CoChair Bijay Misra

| think | speak for allof uswhen | say that our annual meeting and shbsequent §
seminar heldduring 17-18 April in Barcelonawere great succegs The Barcelona £
event was b#tr representedooth countrywise and by members than the Vancouver [§
(2006)and Gdansk2004)ones.

| observedthe recharged interest and enthusiaamong andhumblein scale but we ca open new ways fasthers

all to carry the banner of AREPEACEforward.Even the to follow andhelp the procesgather momentum like a
new member from Japan, Prof. Norio Okada, first timenowball. To move toward this objective anterconnee
atterding ARG PEACE eventconveyed to me his first tedness under the umbrella of ARREACEIs important.
impressionin asimilar way. New volunteers to share res Second, in this increasingly interconnected world we
porsibilities and new hands joining the groapcourage in ARC-PEACE can enhance our mental and moral
us all We ako have seen homew vigor can be brought to strength by coming closer to organizations in the world
the organization byhe younger memberdNe may recall which too have a strong social purpose even though their
the spirit of friendshighat we experienced in thebllec charter of code and tgties may appeasomewhatdif-

tive dinner April night the17", on the waterfront. ferent. We have realized this in Barcelomearking with
My reflectiors from Barcelona are chargedth two ASF InternationalADPSR, and others.
clearmessage Let all of us clasp hands and create a strong net

First, aur profession is beckoned with greater socialork of minds that is devoted to spread wider the sense
regponsibilitiesthan ever before this estranged world of of social and human respnsibilities both in thought
conflict, wars and nuclear threatVhen millions of peo and action. Let usstand by the charter of ourvaluable
ple continue to live in deplorable housiegnditions in ARCOPEACE network.
our cities andare aprived of their rights despitef their Our profession is challenged being too materialistic
honest efforts and hard worlye all have a speciaks and apathetic to the needs of tbemmon peopleWe
ponsbility to fulfill. The task is huge and demandirtgyt must stand up togethend do our bito meet the chal
we can set examples. Our achievements may be simf@ege Bijay Misra, Co-Chair

New leadershipelected atA R C A P E A C'Erestindl 5

Bijay Misra of Yoyanakar, India an@®sman EI Kheiof ARCAEACE Sudan were elected new-Chairs at the
Barcelonameetingin April 2008. Dick Urban Vestbraesigned afteeight years as G&hair and became (once
again) the Secretary of ARBPEACE. Luz Maria Sancheresigned after ten years as-Chair and became the
Gender Affair officer (see separate articl®)ewahib Yagoub Mohameof ARCAEACE Sudan was elected
TreasurerThe CeChairs, the Secretary and the Treasurer forfxacutive Committesith the task tamplement
decisions taken in Barcelona and those taken by the Board.

The meeting was held at the University of Gateya, and
was excellenthhosted by ASHEspafiald menbers from
11 countriegarticipated in decisions about the future of
our organization. The meeting started witprasemation

by Dick Urban Vestbraf the history of ARGPEACE
including glimpses fromthe founding meeting in 1987
and 1988. He explainedow the nuclear threabecame
the main cause of the organizatithe ideas behind the
ARCAPEACE Charter andhow ARCREACE became an
NGO with consultative status to the UN.
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Dick Urban Vestbro Osman El Kheir MewahibMohamed

The participantshenengaged in a discussion about théhe threat of nuclear war is as much present as it was in
four main aims oARCAPEACEIn the light ofrecentglo- 1987 that professionala@mmitment to housing the poor is
bal changes. Among other things it was pointed out themore urgent than ever, and that architects and planners

ARC-PEACE Newsletter No 24 September 2008 page 1



often do not take sustainable development seriously.tite new website, and tdunzer Maalj who has managed

was pointed out that the issué disaster managementthe website excellently since the sti#trtvas noted thathe

deservesnore attention andthat weengage in the remo rotating resposibility for the newsletter haldeen working

val of remaining mines in war zones well. Thus it was decidetb continue with the rotating
The meeting decided to review tharesent Charter responsibilityandthat special issues of the newsletter be

which was revisedast time in2000. It was furthermore issued in Arali, Russian, Spanish etc

decided that the two GGhairs and the Secretary formu  Our UN representativBranislava SaveljiBalac rep

late a proper work plan for the coming periolt. was ortedabout her activities during the period she had been in

propo®d that special working groups be composed, faharge (sincd January 2007 5he hadeen preent at all

instance for support to the UN representative; for fundnajor events within the ECOSOC (economic and social

raising; for upgrading of informal settlements etc. affairs + environment & human rights). She serves as
The meetingnoted with thanksAatRhat AREREACE Vice-Chair of the Committee on Human Setilents.

Sudan had established the new EACE website :

Specal thanks were directed tlisa Ceriafor designing Dick Urban Vestbro

Participants in the ARCPEACE meetingn Bar-
celona.Missingis Ahmad AlJowder, Bahrein.

Seminar on enabling strategies

In connection with the formaARCAEACE meet
inga ful |l d avadasrangee mvithntlze r
title: 3$& architects and planners obstes to
enabling housing strategies in lemcome count
UL H VTHe seminar included prsentations of
design and planning project in Japddganda
Croatia, Sudaretc. The presentationsre being
edited into a publication that will be available for
downloading and in hard copy.

Spain refusedvisa to ARCOPEACE Co-Chair

A RCO P E A CEhairGince 1998 Luz Maria Sanhez The Barcelona host, ASEspafa contacted the ministry of
wasto be an importanparticipantin the Barcelonameet foreign affairs in Madrid, which promised to instruct its
ing. For this purpose shepplied fora visa from the Spa embassy in Lima to grant Luz Maravisa on the grounds
nish Embassyn Lima. Although she had traveled ElJ that she was an invited speaker, and not a tourist or-a job
counties many times without problems the Embassy th&eeker. The proise was not fulfilled howeveBecause of
time requested an interview, referring to new, strictehis A R CREACE lost a flight cancellation fee of almost
reguations. The interview could not be booked at th&JSD 500.1t is a shame tthtahe European Union demands
Embassy itself, but had to be booked through the Internite travels anywhere for its own citizens at the same time
When Luz Maria tried to make a ban§ she was infer as it refuses visas to peoptem developing countries.

med that no appointment could be made uaftiér her
scheduled departure for Barcelona.

D. U. Vestbro

Marild 7 our new Gender Affairs Officer!

Since many years back Luz Maria Sanc i | %06
communities in Lima with the aim to improve housing conditions. She is the Directd
Estratégia a NonGovernment Organisation, andteed d er of ARCAPE whi

both work in support of the urban poé&strategia is recognized by the Peruvian Minis
of Housing as a technical NGO, authorized to work in poor areas with subsidies fro
ministry. In the local communities women ardef in charge of the most important pg
of upgrading projects.

AttheARCA P E A CE innBareetomaviagili was learnt to produce cheap concrete blocks for the construc
appadnted Gender Affairs Officer. This means that she wition of earthquakeresistant house&uch houses will also
push us all to be more gender sensitive in our activities. be built in Chincha in the south of Peru, an areghvtvas

Recently Mariliand her teamdinished a housing struck by a serious eartjuake in August last year.
program where 1%ousing units of 40 sgm each were For Marill gender equity is an integrated part of her
built. In this project men and women of the communityvork. She says:3, W important to let the grassroots
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