NEWSLETTER No. 24

Reflections from Barcelona

By new Co-Chair Bijay Misra

I think | speak for all of us when | say that our annual meeting and the subsequent
seminar held during 17-18 April in Barcelona were great successes. The Barcelona
event was better represented, both country-wise and by members, than the Vancouver

(2006) and Gdansk (2004) ones.

| observed the recharged interest and enthusiasm among
all to carry the banner of ARCePEACE forward. Even the
new member from Japan, Prof. Norio Okada, first time
attending ARCePEACE event, conveyed to me his first
impression in a similar way. New volunteers to share res-
ponsibilities and new hands joining the group encourage
us all. We also have seen how new vigor can be brought to
the organization by the younger members. We may recall
the spirit of friendship that we experienced in that collec-
tive dinner, April night the 17", on the waterfront.

My reflections from Barcelona are charged with two
clear messages.

First, our profession is beckoned with greater social
responsibilities than ever before in this estranged world of
conflict, wars and nuclear threats. When millions of peo-
ple continue to live in deplorable housing conditions in
our cities and are deprived of their rights despite of their
honest efforts and hard work, we all have a special res-
ponsibility to fulfill. The task is huge and demanding, but
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and humble in scale, but we can open new ways for others
to follow and help the process gather momentum like a
snowball. To move toward this objective our interconnec-
tedness under the umbrella of ARCePEACE is important.

Second, in this increasingly interconnected world we
in ARC-PEACE can enhance our mental and moral
strength by coming closer to organizations in the world
which too have a strong social purpose even though their
charter of code and activities may appear somewhat dif-
ferent. We have realized this in Barcelona working with
ASF International, ADPSR, and others.

Let all of us clasp hands and create a strong net-
work of minds that is devoted to spread wider the sense
of social and human responsibilities both in thought
and action. Let us stand by the charter of our valuable
ARCePEACE network.

Our profession is challenged of being too materialistic
and apathetic to the needs of the common people. We
must stand up together and do our bit to meet the chal-

we can set examples. Our achievements may be simple lenge. Bijay Misra, Co-Chair

New leadership elected at ARC*PEACE’s 15" meeting

Bijay Misra of Yoyanakar, India and Osman EI Kheir of ARCsPEACE Sudan were elected new Co-Chairs at the
Barcelona meeting in April 2008. Dick Urban Vestbro resigned after eight years as Co-Chair and became (once
again) the Secretary of ARCePEACE. Luz Maria Sanchez resigned after ten years as Co-Chair and became the
Gender Affair officer (see separate article). Mewahib Yagoub Mohamed of ARC.PEACE Sudan was elected
Treasurer. The Co-Chairs, the Secretary and the Treasurer form an Executive Committee with the task to implement
decisions taken in Barcelona and those taken by the Board.

The meeting was held at the University of Catalunya, and
was excellently hosted by ASF-Espafia. 14 members from
11 countries participated in decisions about the future of
our organization. The meeting started with a presentation
by Dick Urban Vestbro of the history of ARCsPEACE,
including glimpses from the founding meetings in 1987
and 1988. He explained how the nuclear threat became
the main cause of the organization, the ideas behind the
ARC<PEACE Charter and how ARCePEACE became an
NGO with consultative status to the UN.

Dick Urban Vestbro  Osman El Kheir

The participants then engaged in a discussion about the
four main aims of ARCePEACE in the light of recent glo-
bal changes. Among other things it was pointed out that
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the threat of nuclear war is as much present as it was in
1987; that professional commitment to housing the poor is
more urgent than ever, and that architects and planners
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often do not take sustainable development seriously. It
was pointed out that the issue of disaster management
deserves more attention, and that we engage in the remo-
val of remaining mines in war zones

The meeting decided to review the present Charter,
which was revised last time in 2000. It was furthermore
decided that the two Co-Chairs and the Secretary formu-
late a proper work plan for the coming period. It was
proposed that special working groups be composed, for
instance for support to the UN representative; for fund-
raising; for upgrading of informal settlements etc.

The meeting noted with thanks that ARCePEACE
Sudan had established the new ARCePEACE website.
Special thanks were directed to Elisa Ceria for designing

the new website, and to Munzer Maali, who has managed
the website excellently since the start. It was noted that the
rotating responsibility for the newsletter had been working
well. Thus it was decided to continue with the rotating
responsibility and that special issues of the newsletter be
issued in Arabic, Russian, Spanish etc.

Our UN representative Branislava Saveljic-Balac rep-
orted about her activities during the period she had been in
charge (since 1 January 2007). She had been present at all
major events within the ECOSOC (economic and social
affairs + environment & human rights). She serves as
Vice-Chair of the Committee on Human Settlements.

Dick Urban Vestbro

Participants in the ARCePEACE meeting in Bar-
celona. Missing is Ahmad Al-Jowder, Bahrein.

Seminar on enabling strategies

In connection with the formal ARCePEACE meet-
ing a full day’s seminar was arranged in with the
title: “ Aer architects and planners obstacles to
enabling housing strategies in low-income count-
r i e sThe’ seminar included presentations of
design and planning project in Japan, Uganda,
Croatia, Sudan etc. The presentations are being
edited into a publication that will be available for
downloading and in hard copy.

Spain refused visa to ARCePEACE Co-Chair

ARCePEACE Co-Chair since 1998 Luz Maria Sanchez
was to be an important participant in the Barcelona meet-
ing. For this purpose she applied for a visa from the Spa-
nish Embassy in Lima. Although she had traveled to EU
countries many times without problems the Embassy this
time requested an interview, referring to new, stricter
regulations. The interview could not be booked at the
Embassy itself, but had to be booked through the Internet.
When Luz Maria tried to make a booking she was infor-
med that no appointment could be made until after her
scheduled departure for Barcelona.

Marilui — our new Gender Affairs Officer!

Since many years back Luz Maria Sanchez (‘Marilii’’) has been working among poor
communities in Lima with the aim to improve housing conditions. She is the Director of
Estratégia, a Non-Government Organisation, and the leader of ARC*PEACE Peru, which
both work in support of the urban poor. Estrategia is recognized by the Peruvian Ministry
of Housing as a technical NGO, authorized to work in poor areas with subsidies from the
ministry. In the local communities women are often in charge of the most important part

of upgrading projects.

At the ARC-PEACE meeting in Barcelona Marili was
appointed Gender Affairs Officer. This means that she will
push us all to be more gender sensitive in our activities.

Recently Marili and her teams finished a housing
program where 15 housing units of 40 sqm each were
built. In this project men and women of the community
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The Barcelona host, ASF-Espafia contacted the ministry of
foreign affairs in Madrid, which promised to instruct its
embassy in Lima to grant Luz Maria a visa on the grounds
that she was an invited speaker, and not a tourist or a job-
seeker. The promise was not fulfilled however. Because of
this ARCePEACE lost a flight cancellation fee of almost
USD 500. It is a shame that the European Union demands
free travels anywhere for its own citizens at the same time
as it refuses visas to people from developing countries.

D. U. Vestbro

learnt to produce cheap concrete blocks for the construc-
tion of earth-quake-resistant houses. Such houses will also
be built in Chincha in the south of Peru, an area which was
struck by a serious earth-quake in August last year.

For MarilG gender equity is an integrated part of her
work. She says: “ | i$ important to let the grassroots
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women participate in the urban processes and local pro-
grams. We want to demonstrate to the Housing Minister
that it is possible for trained people from the communities

take an active part in the development not only of the
houses but also in the general development of cities” .

In the upgrading projects Marill collaborates with
the Peruvian Joint Women for a Better Com-
munity, which in turn is attached to GROOTS
International, a network linking groups in poor
rural and urban areas in order to promote solida-
rity among women engaged in redevelopment.
See further: http://www.groots.org/.

In the South of Peru Marill is involved in a
training program for grassroots women affected
by the earth-quake in 2006. In this effort five
NGOs work together. The training includes
instructions how to produce concrete blocks and
other prefabricated components for seismic and
earth-quake-resistant building constructions.

Men and women being trained how to produce
low-cost concrete block for house upgrading.

NPT 2010 — a new chance or a repetition of old failures?

The next conference for a review of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) will be held in the United Nations head-
quarter in 2010. Will it once again end as a “review” of the world’s inability to safeguard its own existence or will
it be possible to agree on real steps towards nuclear disarmament? Which role will the NGOs play? What role can

ARCePEACE have? Sven Thiberg, former Chair of ARCePEACE, tries to answer these questions.

50 years of negotiations

The long range of initiatives and agreements about disar-
mament and test bans of nuclear arms from the early 60s
to today have had very little impact on the global nuclear
threat. Some examples:

9 The 1997 joint statement on AMB (Treaty on Anti-
Ballistic Missiles) is irrelevant since USA in 2002
unilaterally withdrew from the treaty.

9 As a result of this withdrawal even the START | and
START Il (Treaties on Strategic Arms Reduction) are
in danger since president Putin reacted by announcing
that Russia was no longer bound by the START II
treaty.

1 Plans for implementing an older framework agree-
ment for a START 11 have been cancelled.

More or less informal undertakings at bilateral level have
been used to reduce nuclear concerns between countries.

NPT — the last outpost

The only treaty surviving through decades is the NPT. It
was established in 1968. In 2002 a total of 187 states were
parties to the Treaty. Today only the three “new” nuclear
states Israel, India and Pakistan are outside the NPT.

The NPT could be defined as a gentlemen’s agree-
ment: “ | wi || di sarm i f y a-u
p o n Brfortunately the parties of NPT are no gentlemen.
The five original nuclear powers do not disarm and they
use the Treaty as a tool for their political interests.
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In spite of such an undertaking India and Pakistan are con-
tinuing their efforts to develop and produce nuclear wea-
pons and missiles.

Scientific and technical capacity to develop nuclear
weapons is now common property. It is only political con-
siderations that restrict the willingness to produce nuclear
arms. This makes it even more important to understand
why countries “need” nuclear arms. And how the interna-
tional community can contribute to common security,
based on democratic relations between countries, respect
of human rights and economic equality.

*

Disarmament will never occur if ways to tackle the
basic political, social and economic conflicts, global as
well as regional, are not included in the disarmament
package.

NPT functions for all parties to meet every fifth year
for a Review Conference. The outcomes of the conferen-
ces differ. At the 1995 conference the NPT was extended
for an indefinite duration. At the 2000 conference “ T h i
teen practical steps for nuclear disarma me nwere
ageedd gpbnaNPT 1996 and MPT 2000 aré seem as suce+ e
esses. In contrast the 2005 conference was a disaster with
a series of unsolved conflicts.
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Many obstacles are foreseen during the ongoing
preparations for NPT 2010. As one of the very few
remaining instruments for the international community to

discuss disarmament the non-nuclear parties are keen to
keep NPT alive. The NPT is our opportunity to put press
on the nuclear states.

WMDC - The Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission

WMDC presents 30 recommendations concerning
nuclear arms reduction organized as a step by step process.
The idea is to convince the nuclear states to “ st ar t t
outlawing of nuclear weapons through joint practical and
ing the World of Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Arms incremental measures that include definitions, benchmarks
was published in June 2006. Theaimis“ t o cont ainbut e anseparency requirement
the practice agenda when there is a greater general redi-  (recommendation 30). Directly or indirectly the strategy
ness to return to a cooperative multilateral system in the includes many of the earlier attempts to reach disarma-
sphere of arms control and disarmament "It.is a modest ment, but now it is included in a common framework
but more realistic approach than many other plans or stra-  where the NPT is an important ingredient. The goal is to
tegies, presented by the UN and other bodies. The WMDC go “ f rom regul ation of nucl
indicates that no plans have a chance if the “rediness” is t h e Mis.is a long term process compared to the goals
not there. of immediate disarmament set by the NGOs: “ Di s ar ma
me nt now!"”’

One of the most ambitious and far-reaching initiatives in
the field of nuclear disarmament is the WMDC commis-
sion led by the Swedish diplomat Hans Blix, former head
of International Atomic Energy Agency. The report Free-

e

Is there a hope?

International NGOs as Abolition 2000, professional
organisations, university institutions, private research
institutes and hundreds of small voluntary organizations
provide ideas for improving, strengthening and speeding
up the disarmament process.

The NGOs represent a great capacity of experience,
competence and creativity. If the NGO ideas were mate-
rialized in the diplomatic negotiations they could con-
tribute substantially. But they are screened off from the

political process during the NPT Review Conferences.

Initiatives from Japan

Japanese Architects for Peace and Environment was one of the founding members of ARCe-
PEACE. Attempts are now made to restore the organization. Besides Ryoichi Shuto, who has
served as a contact person in Japan, three new persons have joined ARCePEACE. They are
Prof. Norio Okada, Prof. Hirokazu Tatano, and Assoc. Prof. Katsuya Yamori. The following
is what Prof. Norio Okada said in a short interview conducted by Bijay Misra during the

Barcelona meeting.

Prof. Okada says social responsibility should be like a
mission not only in the profession but also in daily life.
He is happy to be with ARCePEACE and its mission.
He thinks that social responsibility as a mission needs a
holistic approach focused on human safety, human
rights and human dignity.

Generally speaking, not more than 20 percent of the
professionals, who work in the field related to human
habitats, have a strong sense of social responsibility.
This does not mean they are averse to a social res-
ponsibility and the related ethics, but they need to be
motivated and guided toward being more socially res-
ponsible on their professional job.

As a member of ARCePEACE Prof. Okada wants to
do everything possible to generate new life in ARCe-
PEACE Japan and join hands with other members to

An increased influence of the
NGOs on the diplomatic agenda
and a direct influence on the negoti-
ations within UN is a prerequisite
for a successful disarmament pro-
cess. How to reach this goal is a
crucial question for the NGOs
when they prepare for the NPT
2010. All peace organizations have
to engage in that process. Also
ARCePEACE has a role.

Sven Thiberg

carry forward the mission. He
wants to meet with the old mem-
bers from Japan who are mostly
located in Tokyo and work out a strategy for the
Japanese group.

Prof. Okada suggests that the group explores holding
a two day international scientific seminar on burning
issues related to human safety, rights and dignity. The
seminar could be either in conjunction with its meetings
or otherwise. A well planned event like that not only
will attract funding from international sources but would
attract young professionals as good candidates for
ARCePEACE membership. Prof Okada may be con-
tacted at: n_okada@drs.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp

Bijay Misra

This issue of the Newsletter was edited jointly by Bijay Misra and Dick Urban Vestbro. Vestbro did the layout.
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The most peaceful people on earth.

On Tuesday 17 June 2008 the Te Papa Marae, Wellington, was video linked to the Kopinga Marae in Rekohu
(the Chatham Islands) for New Zealand’s Prime Minister, Helen Clark, to announce a NZ$6,000.000 grant to

the Te Keke Tura Moriori Trust“ t o
recognised Morioriasa“ f oundat i on

The particular significance of the Moriori people is that
24 generations before 1835 Nunuku, an leriki or elder,
proclaimed an end to warfare. For some 500 years these
people lived in peace and harmony, and became the
nation with the longest formal commitment to peace in
the history of the world. Even when two individual
began to fight the fight was instantly stopped and peace
declared as soon as blood was drawn.

Rekohu had no contact with the “outside world”
before 1791. When the Chatham Islands were invaded
by Maori the Moriori people refused to fight and their
culture, traditions and language almost passed out of
existence

The grant to them by the New Zealand Government,

preserve,
peopl e”.

r e v i Moeari identityp Sheaalsotformalky d

ledges their legacy of peace and the example they had
set to the rest of the world.

Anyone wishing to know a little more about the
Moriori should look at Barry Barclay’s feature film
“Feathers of Peace”. This film won a New Zealand
Media Peace Award a couple of years ago. (If you can-
not find a DVD it should be available from AroVideo in
Wellington and they would post it.)

This film and the work of the historian Michael King
played a significant part in the recognition of the Mori-
ori as the most peaceful people on earth. Sadly Barry
died a few months ago and Michael died last year but
their work now lives on in the renaissance of a nation
which refused to take up arms at enormous personal

and the formal recognition of them as a people, acknow-  cost. Tony Watkins
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Membe rship: To be a member of ARCePEACE one has to support the ARCePEACE Charter, express an interest to
be a member and pay the membership fee. The fee is USD 50 per year for individuals and poor organizations. Richer
organizations pay USD 100, 200 or 500 depending on size and economic resources. Fees should be paid to: Account
1395587-7, Nordea Bank, SE -10571 Stockholm (Bic code: Ndeasess; IBAN no: SE81 9500 0099 6042 1395 5877).

‘ Visit ARCePEACE’s new website: http://arcpeace.org/NewARC-Peace/01 _AP_home.htm (edited by Munzer Maali) ‘
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