Stop designing illegal settlements!

I n the middle of May 2009 the Board of ARCOP

ARCOPEACE h a dsismaythaelstaelwarcli
tects engage in the design of illegal Jewish settlem
on expropriated Palestinian land in the Occupied-T
ritories. These activities are in clear violation of tf
code of ethics of the International Union of Archite
(UIA,whi ch says that #fthert
pose solutions of one s
1:2) and that professionals shall fashion an enwvirc
ment fnNexpressive of the

tive of the substance of their cultare ( ar t i c |

A RC 0 P E AethBnds that the Israeli association

architects shall expel members who grievously viol
professional ethical standards by engaging in 1
design of illegal settlements. It is not acceptable
architects to participate irthe violation of internat-

nally recognized human rights.

In the past year Israeli settlements in the West B
have increased by 60 per cent. This is more than
year after the Annapolis agreement, according to wh
Israel committed itself to stop welllegal settlements!
In total there are now 470,000 Israeli citizens living
the West Bank

One of the settlements is established in Helbrone of
the oldest cities in the world. Hemilitant Jewish sett
lers, protected by lIsraeli army forces, havat off
streets, prevented children from reaching their schc
and adults from getting to their jobs, imposed furtt
decay of buildings and choked Palestinian sraadlle
business, which flourished before the settlers arriv
The settlers also act agat the Hebron Rehabilitatior
Committee (HRC), an organization formed in 1996 w
the aim to protect cultural heritage, restore building
revive traditional craftsmanship, upgradeframstruc

ture, and create jobs.

ARCOPEACE d etmalsratls Asdciatiant of
Architects take action to help preserve Hebron &
support the work of HRC.

Jewish settlements in the West Bank 2002.
Map by B Tselem and Eyal Weizman.

The statement was sent to the Internation@ibb) of Architects wth a request for a formal repltg thelsraeli Commit

tee Against House Demolitions, Peace Now, the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee, the Israeli journal Haaretz, Archi
tects and Planners for Justice in Palestine in thettkhe Indan Council of Architects, to members of Architecture
Sans Frontiéresinternationaland to media and professional organizations in many countries around the globe.
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The Non-Proliferation Treaty : Will Obama make a difference?

Will President Obama staatnew disarmament process and thereby break the deadlock of the struggle against nuc
lear arms? And will the Peace Movement catch and utilize this new possibility? These are the glisstisssd
in this article by Sven PEACEberg, former President

NPT, the NorProliferation Treaty, has a twofold aim: The
elimination of nuclear weapons through the commitment US hasa key role

of nonnuc_lear states not to acquire nuclear weapons, angp ., g position as the global super power isa thigh
the commitment of the five nuclear weapon states t0 puryegree hased on its superiority in nuclear arms. Bush
sue nuclear disarmamie The results of the negotiations - gyrangthened the role of the nuclear capacity in his defense
of the treaty are reviewed at fiy@arly Review Conferen  y,crines and started the development of new types of
ces. The last one, NPTO5, was held in 2005. nuclear armslt is hard to believe that the US will jeopar

. dize its key rolen nuclear capacity, especially when the
The NPTO5 a failure financial crisis will change the balance in economic power
USA was not alone responsible for the failure of the NPGetween USA and the two new super powers, China and
Review Conference in 2005. There wasongl range of India. A reasonable conclusion is that the basic prerequi
obstructions. But the refusal of the Bush administration #ite for global nuclear disarmament is twofoldat USA
di scuss disar mament made feel$ safein isprdlecas duper powehand that tiee MddaMA i
four old nuclear power s 0, adfirisiration js pr&aredsto take theFlgad in nueleamadis d
to avoid being criticised. USA was focusing on Iran andrmament from a position of strength.
North Korea as tleats against world peace. At the sam
time USA kept the role of Israel as a nuclear power secf@tObama prepared for a break through?
and was emphasizing the importance of friendly relatio®bama has made rather few statements concernaiganu
to India and Pakistan, t policy. During W eledliochedmpaigh he Pedlaved] that nuc T h
arrogance of the Bush administration was cregdfiinstra  lear disarmament is crucial. On the other hand he expres
tion and confusion. Some states felt threatened and asked that he is unwilling to give up the strength of USA as
why they should stick to NPT when the big powers fail tmilitary superpower. During his first round trip in Europe
do it. Obama gave hisrit presentation on nuclear questions in
A successful Preparatory Committee Prague, April 5. Highlights in his presentation were:
At the moment state administrations and peace organi;[a
tions prepare for the next Revieg®onference, NPT10, in

The goal is a nuclear free world. But this goal is far
away:Ai Not in my | ifetimeod.

June 2010 to be held at the UN Headquarters in Néw
York. The last of three Preparatory Committee sessions
was closed on May 15. For the first time the new US
administration took part in the PrepCom negotiations. The
meeting was sucsseful, compared to many previous Prepy
Coms. The most important tasko decide on a proposed
agenda for the NPTwas fulfilled. USA played an imper
tant role as facilitator of the result.

The ratification of the Comprehensive Nucldast
Ban Treaty (CTBT) by the 8§ Senate has high pri
ority. Obama will present a proposal, but only when
he is convinced that the Senate is prepared to decide.

Bilateral negotiations with Russia on the reduction of
nuclear missiles will start as soon as possible. That
process has alrdg started on May 19 in Moscow.
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The spread of nuclear arms capacity. Illustration
Do Jrom Swedish Dagens Nyheter, Spring 2009
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An i mportant c¢ompon ¢ordemaraf Sta@ bthomeld most pfdahe demgcratic sountries a dialo
constructive participation by all nuclear powers in the prgue is pssible between the state and civic society. State
cess of disarmament. It is hard to believe that Israel, Indigpresentatives must be forced to present and motivate
and Pakistan are prepared for collaboration. ifhees of their position in the coming NPT negotiations. An open

Iran and North Korea arglsoc r uci al . O b a mebdiesin niiedidnaust Peeiritiated. The national delegation
of the US nuclear policy will face hard resistance, addingust be well aware of the positiofi the national peace
fuel by the regional conflicts affected. movement.

_ Still it is clear that Obama makes a difference. Thgyiiate international cooperationNGOs already working
eight years of destructive policy der Bush is over. There jnermationally must create alliances and develop common
i's a fichangeo. strategies. Their variety is both a strength and a weakness.

Focusing on key issues with coordinated stratemyielsde
NPT10- A new chance mands is better than a mass of odd proposals. One attempt
NPT10 will be the decisive test if real change will takéo organize a pr&lPT cooperation event is the Internatio
place. It is time for the global peace movement to mokimal NGO Conference planned to be held in Stockholm by
lize. NGGs and other representatives of the civic societhe Swedish Network for Nuclear Disarmamerg Blow
may take this opportunitto renew their own strategies.ember 2009,http://nucleadisarmament.ge
Even .if f[he impact of the qivic socie'ty'on the 'diplomatierhe invitation to the conference sajisThe f ai |l ur e
negotiations has been reastent or limited during pré  Reyiew Conference led to disappointment among activists
vious NPT review conferences (as | mentioned in My,m gl over the world. In order to overcome that disap
column in Newsletter 24) it is worth a new try at NPT10,5iniment, and to reenergize the movement, the Network
Hopefully the Obama approach will create a more op&fhnts to ceate opportunities to get together in prepara
atmosphere. tions for the NPT100.

How to meet the new possibilities? | foresee two maifi Obama will open a new approach to the NPT issues, the
lines: a) starting at home and b) initiate international cWNGOs must be ppared to define and catch these new
operation. opportunities.

Sven ThibergStockholm

UK arms manufacturer sends the wrongmessage to young people

Scientists for Global Responsibilityworld needs a green energ
(SGR) and Campaign Against Armsevolution and major invest
Trade (CAAT) have jointly condem ment in sustainable science
ned the sponsorship of a youth scienemd technology.
event by the UK's Ig_rgest arms manthy - gryart Parkinson, Directo
facturer BAE (British Aerospace of SGR. savs:
Systems) BAE is a major sponsor of » Says:
"The Big Bang", a science and tech'The highprofile involvement
nology education event aimed atf BAE Syems in this event
young people. CAAT and SGR sagends completely the wronj
that BAE's involvement is entirelymessage to young people.
inappropriate and the sponsorship deahcourages them to associate
should be immediately withdrawn.  science and technology with war, thBBAE Systems is currently involved in
BAE claims that it is sponsorintne arms trade and nuclear weapons. W@out cases and corruption investiga
! ._need to offer young people a far mortions in seven countries. The weapons
Big Bang to encourage cooperation .. . . . " .
. ositive vision of how science andrade is not a legitimate business. No
between government, industry an$ . - N .
_ A . echnolgy can be used, one whicltompany can participate in it ethi
engineering institutions and tbin- . L )
; . .. gives much higher priority to achie cally. The arms trade exacerbates
spire the next generation of scientist$) : g i .
. . . Ving environmental sustainability ancconflicts across the globe and contri
engineers and technologists in th(saocial justice, and offers alternativebutes heavily to an increasingl
UK". However, BAE makes its mone J ' y gy

y HH n n
by selling weapons, including to soméo the use of military force. unstéble world.

of the world's most dangerous counKaye Stearman, spokesperson for (o a pessreleasef Scientists for

ries. Rather than more weapons, tHeAAT says: Global Responsibility, February 20
gclen%. 7~ N \“es"o , / - This issue of the Newsletter is edited by Dick Urban Vestbro. Issue no 27
LY is expected to appear in September. Contributions from readers are

A0 P
G S tlity welcome. Send your acte no later than 1 September 2009to

dickurba@gmail.com

Scientists* Architects* Engineers *Technologists
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Partnership or Conflict whenuyp gr adi ng Asi &06s |

The general conditions of Dharaweine of the largest slums in Asi@e common tenany otler slums around the
world. But there are some uniqteatures Dharavi isaslum of high economic prosperity and community organiza
tion. It has successfully f ou ghodupgragaion efforts thathue coantet y 6
to thework-living style of the area. As a resulbr decades a status quo prevailed while the population increased
and so the friction of space. However, the environmental conditions and the built form by and large beeame sel
regulated with no further deteration over time

Dharavi residentods uni ty NEgh=d
city authorities have recently forced the city to encourages =

design, improve and preserve a socially responsible bufifs®
envionment. Design of effective involved partnership of
the community at all stages of planning and change is ngy
the challenge before the planners and architects.

Dharavi i a selfregulated city

Dharavi is a slum of enterprise and triumph of human sp§
rit, cooperation and intetommunal living. It spreads over
220 hectares of lowying and reclaimed public land sand
wiched between two trunk railway lines in the central pa
Mumbai megacity. It consists of 57,000 households,-conT o 5 . S
prising up to a million peopléThe density sometimes-ex ~ Vibrant business despite poor sanitary conditions
ceeds 5,500 Persons per hecare. PIOtS. are small paCkegominue with their makeshift houses but do not accept a
each other with very narrow lanes, at times less than o&gn that breaks their livelihood means
meter wide, with practically no open space or green areas. '
About a third of the households have proof of -resj i
dence. Tenure is sefégulated and exercised through'\le\_NOpportqrlltles L
physical presence and social network. No conventionghring the mid9 0 s Dhar avi 0s strateg
housing upgradation has worked in the past. Enablin ed. Adjacen'; to the newly recla|meq lands came one of
strategies advocated by NGOs have practically had véRg Prime office districts of Mumbai, the Bandfarla
limited impact. The high population détiess and very Complex, _changlng the urban skyllne dramathally and
densely packed shanties do not permit any signiﬁca;qsultln_g in pressurefor economic transformation .of
improvement of the housing condition except putting ugharavi. The value of the slum land shot up manifold,
basic brick walls and makeshift roofs with seperma attracting several private big developers, national and

. R

nent material in some cases. international, to put their bids before the government for
redevelopment of Dharavi.
Dharavi asserts its rights to livelihood With the increased interest tife private developers a

Dharaviis booming with small scale enterprises. It is noto v model of partnership for change is emerging. The

only a major service provider to Mumbai but also as proposed designs claim to resettle all the resident families

significant centre for export. There is pottery, Ieathe(?le1 s on site from the start of the project) in new tenements

goods, garment, electronic items assembly, daily fo(\?/]vdmle releasing minor portions of the site for commercia

S . . . development and its market sale to offset the cost of rede
processing items, a variety of repaéngces and shops in

thousands. It is also the sugierb of recycling of 80 per velopment. Families would be accommodated in new

cent of Mumbaios waste, - pgETe[iEdeR eoptnasiusture developmengibe o
i at no cost to the city afid there Wil be appreciable prc()afit |

ted annual turnover of goods and services is 665 miIIic%(r;r the develoner who putiithe monev. This is a wiwin
US$. At the same time Dharavi provides rentals in as low, b P Y.

as 4US$ a month. Thus Dharavi plays a key role for Su§|tuat|on for all and it emerged .onIy because the adjacent
. arge scale umarket commercial development boosted
tenance of the megacity.

. O . . . the land values of the area and opened up new market
Socially Dharavi is a highly energized community. . :
. . . . gpportunity for more commercial development. These

Over 400 active cooperative societies function there, man . .
. changes dring the last decade have made Dharavi an
with support from NGOs. They have successfully stoo

. . attractive place for investment for the big developers. It
against conventiual and aehoc redevelopment efforts, subdued its illegality stigma and created opportunity for
Any up-gradation plan that breaks the wéirkng style is galily stig bp y

not acceptable to the residents. The residents preferpf?)s'tlve change in the built environment.
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protect, improve and then sustain its invaluable economic
and social contributions and promote reuse of the existing
fabric and functions. 25 per cent of the existing Dharavi
(55 ha) is for sale as commercial and resiidé space
with a floor area ratio (FAR) of 7.3. The plan proposes to
resettle each of the 57,000 families in ase high den

sity (1.9 FAR) permanent tenements that preserve -work
living lifestyle on 75 per cent of the total land area. Lower
scale of tle residential built form aims to preserve street
life and street based business. Construction is planned in
phases that allow only minimum disruptions to business
and short timeframes for relocation. Award of ownership
and tenure over time through a traasmt entitlement
system is proposed. For short term tenants social velunta
rism and community participation are key factors to earn
tenure after payment of subsidized cost of tenement and
Dharavi residents have made it clear that they welcoréeferential occupation of low floor units for families with
the need for redevelopment. They also accept that to offgégabed and elderly.

the high cost of redevelopment some new residential and .

commercial development need to be sold in the marké&. model for up-gradation

But their priority demand is that in all stages of design ofojanakar, a Delhi based NGO; a consortium of planners,
the project and its imipmentation Dharavi people arearchitects and engineers from the Kyoto University, Japan,
fully involved. They insist that the small neighborhoodand the School of Planning & Architecture, New Delhi are
must be respected and that local businesses and meanawyfived in interaction with the Dharavommunity, pub

New offices in the Bana-Kurla Complex in the North
ern part of Dharavi

livelihood are integrated into the new development. lic redevelopment authority and the private developers
) ) who have put in a bid for redevelopment. Intensive nego
A strong partnership required tiations are underway to implement a partnership process

The government has establshthe Dharavi Redevelop for redevelopment that becomes a model for other slum

ment Authority to work with the local communities,up-gradation projest

NGOs and private developers and plan out the modalities Dharavi shows how collective thinking and coopera

of the partnership model. A brief review of one of th&on among the slum dwellers can result in very positive

promising partnership proposals is given here to highlighfivironment for change. It also shows the stroagain

what is inthe offing. ing power of the slum dwellers against the authorities.
The proposal &s mai n obj edlactve astios leadterealidic splutions 1 ufggfadar c e

cultural and social heart of Dharavi; (b) Expand the valdi@n of housing, preservation of weliking style and also

of the adjacent commercial complex by positioning & overcome the legitimacy tangle.

North Business District for market sale. The aim is to Bijay Misra

rebuild Dharavi in aaially responsible manner that will

Champions of Anti-Eviction Campaigns
pele with theobjectiveto construci anot her possi bl

The International Alliance of Inhabitan{fAl) describes itself aa global
netwak of social movemeniscooperativesjocal communities, enants,
house ownersslum dwellers, indigenous populations and working class )/ Idl

set mg fr
the achievement of the housing and citynrig $hthp://www.habitants.org o -
IAl was founded at a meeting in Mexico City in the yd&s headquarter i International Alliance of Inhabitants
located in Italy.

In the Founding principles of IAl it is stated th@to u r The website notes specifically that 1Al is based on the
right é cannot be conf i n elrdernational arreatye an eEcohomic,aSocialp agaltural c t i ©
our claims, viile huge real estate investments, the urbaRights (art.11) and on the Universal Declaration of Human
infrastructures construction, the ever more public sectorRi ght s (art. 25) . The motto
fading due to the foreign debt and to the monetary pargaken from the World Social Forum.

meters, migrations, and conflicts which destroy the-rela It is furthermore stated that professional organisations
tional fabrics of the cities, jeopamb the security of bil that join the Alliance shouldl g i v hmicat amdpromoti
l'ions of people and t he venalguppon to propesals and ihitiativés @approvedhy ¢he . C

IAl underlines the importance of women in the strugglet%I l'ianceods 0 Ir gan ('j z f‘t ' ﬁ ns aln C
decrease poverty. I'ng a specialize echnica
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The IAI rules of conduct hav
many similarities with the
Charter f ARCOPEACEK . ..
the Al principles there is, for a ¥

may be noted that IAl wants t@wtribute to developnm
models being alternative to néberalism on the grounds
of a new leading role of the public sector in relation to the
civil society.

instance, a demand for social
justice and solidarity with the[#s
soci al mo v e meli
for proper housing (point 2).S

£ Zero Eviction Campaigns

4l g gOne of the main activities of IAl is to wage campaigns
against evictions of slum dwellers. dAlliance uses its
The Principles also point ta global network to disseminate information about bulldo
the need formulticulturalism |REESSSSSTTRE - zing of informal settlements in all corners of the world.
and respect o ), Sl J2.008) b | Bigacanipaighs have been carried out against evictions in
practical option of daily life [ s -
and collective work (point 4). :‘ :
Emphasis is given to thefk S -3
autonomy of the popular urban movement from politic
and institutional powers (point.7Among the objectives it

eft: Photo flom eviction of inhabitants in informal sett
Yements in IMbupénr200B. 6 s capita

Zero Evictions of Palestinians!

One of the recent andiviction campaigns launched by the International Alliance of Inhabitants focused on the
Israeli demolition ohouses and eviction of people in the Occupied Territory of PaleBhaw is an extract from
the 1Al appeal made in March 2009.

We , i nhabitant sbo associ af iToemsl the confistaion ofdahd from Ralestiniarecitiw o r
NGOs, public agencies, citizens of the world, denounce zens of Israel;

| sr aelua polices of ieviction and demolition )

carried out against the Palestinian people. These dembhe UN, Russig EU and the USA(The Quartet) and

litons and evictions clearly violate international law.all the governments of the world:

Therefore, we condemn these violations and appeal to f  To restrict the export to Israel of equipment used in

The Government of Israel: demolitions until the Israeli government and military

) ) . adequately implement policies respecting the housing
T To immediately cease eéhdemolition the homes of  yignts of Palestinians;

Palestinian citizens of Israel and, as an Occupyine%
Power, the homes of Palestinians in the Occupi
Palestinian Territories;

To cease the upgrading of trade relations and restrict
foreign aid until |l srael 6s

) ) ) ) _are brought inb compliance with the Fourth Geneva
1 To integrate zoning and planning practices that suit  cgnyention:

the cultural and economic needs of all its citizeme
national plans;

1 To comply, as the Occupying Power, with the Fourth
Geneva Convention and end the collective punishme(%e furthehttp://www.habitants.ofg
employed through punitive demolitions; ' ' '

1 To end the evictions and settler takeovers of houses
and land in East Jerusalem, Hebron atiloughout
the Occupied Palestinian Territory;

AtlastA R C 0 P E Aésk logo of its own

Finally ARCOPEABwnhVehenoar | o ¢

organization was founded at the end of the 1980s we
failed to get ourselves a logo. Now, 20 years later we

ARC ® PEACE have succeeded, however. This is thanksTemasz

International Architects Designers Planners for Social Responsibility ROSWﬁdOWSki 0 f AR C 6 P[E'A CE

Poland, who made the elegant-d

sign to the left. Tomasis a teacher

and researcher at the Gdansk TFeq
nical University. He has been

ARC ¢ PEACE awarded a book for his valuabl

International Architects Designers Planners for Social Responsibility contribution to

To use their influence to end the policies of demoli
tion, eviction and land takeovers.
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Architecture Sans Frontieres is now on the global map

At the end of April this year Architecture Sans Frontiéres
International (ASHnt) held its General Assembly meeting
in Grenoble, France. This wonderful old city met the part
cipants with warm sunshine and cherry blossoms, while
being surrounded by Alps covered with snow. The meet
ing was combined with a sympositthmat attracted almost
100 people, and with a guided tour to villages \oigautt

ful adobe architecture and to the famous Centre for R
search on Earth Architecture, CRAterre. The GA meeting
itself signified an important step forward in consolidating
the msitions of ASHnt.

[}

Well organised symposium

The symposium was held at the Grenoble City Hall and
was generously supported by the City of Grenoble. T is success was possible mainly because of the great
support allowed the organisers to hire professional-inte p” f th as possi fthy ) St i?

preters for simultaneous translation betwéglish and etforts of the main organisers of the symposium, Stéphane

French, a procedure that worked excellently. The theme%lfsson and Benoit Cf:laweras. A‘EFan'ce p;rorgl_seqb to
the symposium wa$i 30 year s of hu rgr%qdﬁl(feéa Z?Q[Cl’llmgrﬁ ro g“f sryrgprg)s’lum or distribution
changes angda teme sipaed tosnark the' N ASFInt.
celebration of the 3banniversary of ASFFrance.  New members of ASE

The theme was introduced Berre Micheletti, presi )
dent ofMédecins du Mondawith a substantial experience The General Assembly meeting was held at the Grenoble
of work in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. He is the-auSchool of Architecture. Almost 50 people attended the
thor of the booki Humani t ar i ani s m:. ReeN At legst halt of whigh had netgarticipatedrst
Among other things Dr Micheletti explained the imporASF-Int meeting earlier. Sometlm_eS it was hard for the
tance ofthe Biafra war in Nigeria in the 1960s for theheéwcomers to understand complicated formmalttersof
development of humanitarian aid in France and othBie agenda, especially since acoustics were bad and simul
countries. taneous interpretation wamt at handlt helped conside

Architects Eric Laubé and Louis Lhopital of ASF rably, however, to have thainutes (made by the under
France presented a review of ABF ance s a cSigned digplayedhan ghe wall successively as the procee
since its foundation in 1979 and presertted projects: a dings progresseq. _
redevelopment project from Doual:, Cameroon and a hos The GA meeting had the pleasure to approve applica
pital for Afghan refugees in Peshawar, Pakistan. It turné@ns for membership from two new organisations: ASF
out to be difficult to evaluate the importance of theseuisse and the Habitat Technology Group of Indiae
projects, although they had been completed a long tiffi¢¢eting also confirmed the previous decision to grant
ago. membership to ASIBPenmark. This means that ASkt

The mostprominent spea NOW has 18 members.
iira Ogutgiaﬁgg?ogurghiﬁﬁ Lively discussion about Activity Plan
architect and the GeneralThe proposal for activities of the coming year sparked off
Secretary of Habitat Interna a lively and constructivdiscussion. Among other things it
tional Coalition (HIC), a was decided that ASkt should participate in the World
worldwide network of orga Urban Forum to take place in Brazil in 2010. This partici
nizations, and individuals pation should comprise not only a presentation to the
fighting for fair habitats. She forum itself, but also a workshop with a local comiityin
gave a very well prepad NGOs in Rio and international organisations related to
lecture, including critical ASFInt. It was furthermore decided that a PowerPoint
analyses of current housingpresentation of ASit be made for members to use when
policies. She also presented gresenting the organisation.
number of points for future  There was only one motion to the GA meeting. ASF
Ana Sungranyesdabitat cooperation be&teen ASFInt Swedenhad proposed that ASIRt should act against the
International Coalition. and HIC design of illegal settlements in the Occupied Territories of

The fact that the sympo Palestine on the basis that such activities violated both

sium attracted so many architects, students and personernational law and professional ethics as formulated in
from the general puld means that ASF starts to be morehe principles of the Intertianal Union of Architects. The
widely known as a serious and progressive organisatignotion was not approved, since delegates felt that such an

ARCOPEACE Newsletter No 26 MAY 2009 page 7



