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What can we do to mitigate risks in case of terrorist attack? 
 

We have seen how life and property in cities are at serious risk by terrorist attacks the world over. One of the recent 

such attacks was on 26 November, 2008 in Mumbai, India. Planners and architects and social activists have always 

had an important role in mitigation of natural disaster risks that threaten human security. Creating resilient societies 

to risks and hazards is an important responsibility of architects and planners. 
 

Natural disasters such as volcanic eruptions, earthqua-

kes, cyclones, natural fires and floods that threaten life 
and property of people, have through history challenged 
the professional capabilities of architects and planners 

Viewed from the angle of social responsibility helping 
the city authorities to protect life and property of the 

poor, who often are the worst hit in disasters, become an 
important role for architects and planners. 

In recent years human security throws up new chal-

lenges before architects and planners in discharging their 
social responsibilities. Besides working for a world that 
is free of nuclear weapon and other weapons of mass 

destruction, the UN within its habitat programs has now 
brought other dimensions of human security into focus 

particularly food security and personal security. We 
know that hunger, lack of access to shelter and basic life 
sustaining services continue to threaten billions through-

out the world. Mass-scale forced cross border migration 
due to man-made disasters continues to plague life of 
millions. All these pose a moral challenge before the 

architects and planners to act and help people and autho-
rities to mitigate such disasters. We, as professionals, are 
increasingly realizing our social responsibilities and 

acting with new vigour and purpose. 

The Mumbai terrorist attack 

Terrorist attack risks have become a reality world over. 
Large cities are the main target. On 26 November, 2008 

a group of terrorists fuelled by anti-human ideology and 
international politics attacked Mumbai, a megacity and 
financial capital of India. Seven places were simultane-

ously attacked by only a small group of ten terrorists 
using modern automatic weapons and advanced systems 

of electronic communication through satellite based 
mobile phones. Meticulously planned and orchestrated, 
the ghastly attacks killed 183 innocent people and mai-

med hundreds and destroyed properties worth over a 
billion $ in a few hours, including two top luxury hotels 
of the city. Indiscriminate spraying of bullets by the 

terrorists killed hundreds including many poor families 
who were waiting to travel by train in the city’s major 

rail station The city was paralyzed and the city govern-
ment was clearly caught aback and did not know how to 
respond and manage such a crisis and disaster.  

The Mumbai case shows that how a handful of terro-
rists can paralyze the city and kill innocent people. The 
city is now seized with the challenge as to how careful 

planning can help manage such a crisis. 

Bloody traces of Mumbai attack 26 November 2008. 

The Global Centre for Excellence programme of the 
Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto Univer-
sity, Japan, with the School of Planning & Architecture, 

New Delhi, and the Municipal Corporation government 
of Greater Mumbai in November, 2008 initiated a five 
year collaboration project with a strong focus on social 

responsibility. The objective is to assist the city govern-
ment in mitigating risks that arise from all types of 

disasters including those caused by international terro-
rism. A special focus is on making the habitats of the 
poor safer and the common life of the poor in the slums 

free of natural and man-made disasters and risks. 
I am the coordinating advisor for the Mumbai project 

and I look for the opportunity to give expression and 

meaning to my strong sense of social responsibilities. I 
believe that architects and planners have an important 

role in this.  

Strong sense of purpose 

We members of ARC●PEACE welcome year 2009 with 
increased determination of enhancing our mental and 
moral strength to act with a stronger social purpose and 

spread the sense of human and social responsibilities 
wider. We have successfully revised our Charter and 

have expanded our human and institutional partnerships 
and networks. We are also charged by new and young 
spirit with a strong sense of purpose and a wider area of 

action. Let us join hands and stand up together as a 
united force to spread the ideas of ARC●PEACE. 

Bijay Misra, Co-Chair 
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“We need to challenge dominant mindsets” 
Interview with Beatriz Maturana, Architects for Peace Australia 

 

Architects for Peace Australia (short: arch peace) is a humanitarian, not for profit professional organisation for 

architects, urban designers, engineers, planners, landscape architects and environmentalists, seeking urban 

development based on social justice, solidarity, respect and peace. It is based in Australia, but has a network of 

members all around the world. Arch peace is the second biggest member of ARC●PEACE. It runs a com-

prehensive and interactive website (http://www.architectsforpeace.org/us.php).  

 
Arch peace works for a peaceful resolution of conflicts 

affecting nations, cities and the environment by denoun-
cing the promotion of war and condemning the involve-
ment of urban professionals in the creation of structures of 

repression, conflict and silence. In several ways it initiates 
discussions around urban, planning, architectural and envi-

ronmental issues affecting our cities, people and the envi-
ronment, especially on people’s rights to their countries, 
cities, public spaces, land and their environment. Arch 

peace supports ethical processes of reconstruction follow-
ing natural or man-made disasters. 

Recently arch peace wrote an open letter to the 

Australian Prime Minister condemning the bombing of 
Gaza and demanding that the Australian government calls 
for a ceasefire in Palestine.  

The President of Architects for Peace is Beatriz 

Maturana. She came as a political refugee from Chile to 

Australia in 1987. At the moment she is writing her PhD 
thesis besides working for arch peace. Considering her 
long experience of professional peace work it is most 

appropriate to ask how she finds the prospects for this type 
of work.  

 

 

How do you value the 

prospects for a more pea-

ceful development during 

2009? Can we hope that 

global resources be used in a 

more equitable and just way? 
 
 
 

I believe that peaceful development can be achieved and 

that work in this direction necessitates new strategies, a 
new mindset and a focus on education. As a professional 
collective, we need to broaden our field of immediate 

concern to involve the rights, aspirations and needs of 
others, locally and globally. We need to challenge the 
dominant mindset (biased toward the narrow and imme-

diate), for a more inclusive, holistic and longer-term app-
roach. Oversimplifications, which often mask and entren-

ched ignorance and a disregard for the culture of others, 
need to be questioned.  

Fair distribution of resources 

If we are to contribute to peaceful development, we need 
to assume responsibility on issues such as the distribution 

of resources and justice, the systematic eviction of people 

from their land, wars, abuse of natural resources and 

covert exclusion in the design of our cities. These are all 
matters of our incumbency and we need to act on them. 
Education plays a crucial role in understanding the 

implications and basis of peaceful development.  
Whether we beli-

eve in the promises of 
politicians or not, the 
political changes in 

USA provide good 
reasons for optimism. 
It is the public who 

have voiced the need 
for change, this I believe is the most powerful indication 
today that there is hope.   

 

What can architects and planners do to promote peace 

and social responsibility? 
 

The question is interesting, mainly because I often find 

that we, planners and architects, are superficial when tack-
ling issues of social responsibility and development. We 

tend to view development as something needing to happen 
somewhere else, a process in which we can be the educa-
tors, but is this so?  

The ñWestò a danger to the environment 

It is in the so-called “West” where environmental, political 

and economic decisions are taken and later imposed or 
indiscriminately replicated in poorer nations. It is also in 

the “West” where the largest and most deadly armies and 
weaponry are produced and where decisions pertaining to 
the worst aberrations such as wars are taken. Cities in the 

“West” produce the highest greenhouse emissions per 
capita and it is here too where overconsumption occurs. It 
is then here, in the “West”, where a real change of menta-

lity can indeed have global repercussions – we need to 
change, we need help. I am not one that romanticises 

poverty or corrupted governments, whether in Israel, the 
USA or Zimbabwe, on the contrary. What I am saying is 
that the damage that richer nations are inflicting far out-

weighs other damage – we are talking about the survival 
of the planet.  

As so many have asserted before, we need to rethink 

what we do and question our assumptions about develop-
ment and the focus of our social responsibility. I re-
commend everybody to read Chris Argyris’ book A Life 

Full of Learning, and Edgar Morins book Seven complex 
lessons in education for the future.  

http://www.architectsforpeace.org/us.php


 

ARC-PEACE Newsletter No 25  January 2009 page 3 
 

By creating bonds among people (and among colleagues 
from across the world) we will be assisting to dispel pre-

judice, whether social, racial or cultural. Today new forms 
of communication offer the potential to overcome official 
media, with their stereotypes and biased reporting.  

We have now the option to engage directly with people 
from far away and to search for the facts. This type of 

communication not only assists us to broaden our know-
ledge, but more importantly, it can assist to broaden our 
field of concern. The latest synchronised civil actions 

across the world against the wars in Lebanon and Gaza are 
testaments of the power of these mediums. I suggest that 
we should be ready embrace and to make the most out of 

these new forms of communication. 

 

How can arch peace Australia and ARCǒPEACE 

International work together?  
 

An important aspect of our work has focused on achieving 
legitimacy among other professional and educational insti-
tutions. Collaborative work with ARC●PEACE has been 

beneficial for arch-peace in that it provides an internatio-
nal backing. This support is very important when trying to 

influence change, which is our main shared mission. Years 
of consistent work has given ARC●PEACE the experience 

and granted an important place among international deve-
lopment organisations – a voice in the right place.  

Arch peace on the other hand brings new ideas, other 

strategies to tackle current predicaments and other ways to 
connect with people from all over the world. We believe 

that this exchange has already been positive and we can 
further explore many other avenues to continue to work in 
collaboration. 

A joint magazine? 

A magazine, which is academically rigorous in terms of 

quality and content, accessible to the wider public, and 
that meet the standards of internet publications, is one of 

our aspirations. For the last five years our website has 
evolved in that direction by regularly publishing editorials 
and articles. However, this is not yet an internet magazine.  

This ambitious project could be implemented in collabo-
ration by drawing from the strengths of both organisations. 

(Interview by Dick Urban Vestbro)  

 

 

Professionals in the UK committed to justice in Palestine 
 

Architects and Planners for Justice in Palestine (APJP) is 

an independent international pressure group of design 
professionals, seeking international support for an ethical 

and just practice for our professions in Palestine and the 
Occupied Territories. In its portal paragraph it is stated 
that APJP opposes the building of such projects as the 

illegal settlements, checkpoints, settler–only highways and 
above all the Separation Wall.  

APJP seeks to raise awareness in the planning, design 

and construction industries of how these professions are 
central to the occupation of Palestinian land and to the 

erosion of human rights. It wants to act as a channel for 
the dissemination of news and information relating to the 
built and natural environment in Israel/Palestine, in 

particular highlighting ways in which planning, archi-
tecture and other construction disciplines are being used to 
promote an apartheid system of environmental control. 

APJP wants to forge links with Israeli and Palestinian 
professionals and other solidarity groups committed to 

non-violent resistance to the Occupation and to the estab-

lishment of a just and lasting peace.  
 

Read more at http://apjp.org/journal/.  
 

Dick Urban Vestbro 

 
 

Swedish academics demand boycott of Israeli universities 
 

In the midst of Israeli bombings of Gaza a group of PhD 
students of Palestinian origin at the School of Architecture 

and the Built Environment of the Royal Institute of Tech-
nology (KTH) in Stockholm (where ARC●PEACE has its 
headquarter) wrote a letter to the Vice-Chancellor of KTH, 

calling for a boycott of Israeli universities. In the letter 
reference is given to both recent atrocities carried out 
against the civilian population in Gaza, and to earlier 

Israeli injustices such as land grabbing, demolition of 
homes, theft of Palestinian water resources and other 

assaults carried out in illegally occupied territories. Refe-

rence is also given to European Union-funded KTH co-
operation programs with Palestinian universities that could 

not be continued due to blockage, visa rejections and the 
deteriorated security situation. The appeal ends with a 
demand to implement the ethical policy of the university 

by showing respect for human rights and democratic 
principles, and that KTH should boycott all academic 
exchanges with Israeli. The appeal was signed by about 40 

academics, including professors, lecturers, research and 
administrative staff.  

Dick Urban Vestbro 

http://apjp.org/journal/
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Save Hebron - one of the oldest cities in the world 
Swedish appeal to Israelôs architect association 

 

Swedish architects without borders (ASF-Sweden) has 

written an open letter to the Israeli Association of United 
Architects requesting it to participate in the efforts to 
safeguard Hebron’s physical and social survival, and to 

preserve its unique cultural heritage.  
ASF-Sweden is involved in a project of cooperation 

with the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee, a Palestinian 
organisation with the aim to restore buildings in Hebron, 
one of the oldest cities in the world. Besides protection of 

cultural heritage the aim of HRC is to revive traditional 
craftsmanship, upgrade infrastructure, create jobs and 
allow inhabitants to stay in the city. The role of ASF-Swe-

den is to spread information about the valuable work of 
HRC, and to contribute with Swedish experiences of inte-

grating a child perspective in urban planning.  
During its engagement in this project, ASF-Sweden 

has faced the presence of militant Jewish settlers, protec-

ted by Israeli military forces. ASF-Sweden has noted that 
the Israeli intruders have a paralyzing impact on all nor-
mal social and economical city life in Hebron’s city 

centre. In addition to the immediate humanitarian con-
sequences, the settlers’ claims for spatial separation have 
brought a long term decay, destruction and fragmentation 

to the unique fabric of the city core.  

In its letter ASF-Sweden also refers to the design of illegal 

settlements on expropriated Palestinian land in the Occu-
pied Territories. Such designs are considered to violate 
professional ethics and the Charter of the Union Interna-

tional des Architectes (UIA). ASF-Sweden assumes that 
the Israeli Association of United Architects considers 

membership incompatible with such activities. 
 

Dick Urban Vestbro 
 

 

Charter revised 
The ARC●PEACE meeting in Barcelona last year decided 

that the ARC●PEACE Charter should be revised. One reason 

was the need to include new perspectives, for instance the 

issue of disaster risk management and human safety, and the 

need for professionals to support enabling housing strategies. 

There were also some unclear administrative points that nee-

ded to be sorted out. A working group was appointed to make 

a revised proposal. It consisted of Bijay Misra, Osman El 

Kheir, Norio Okada and Dick Urban Vestbro. In November 

last year the Board approved the revised Charter. It specifies 

how biannual meetings are to be called, what points are to be 

discussed at these meetings, who has the right to elect Board 

members, and the mandate of the Board. The Charter can be 

downloaded from: http://arcpeace.org/01_AP_home.htm. 
 

ñAre architects and planners obstacles to slum upgrading?ò 
This is the title of ARC●PEACE’s most recent publication. It 

emanates from the seminar held in connection with the ARC-

PEACE meeting in Barcelona in April 2008. It was arranged 

by ASF-Espana, ASF-Sweden and ARC●PEACE. Six of the 

presentations were compiled and edited by Dick Urban Vest-

bro into a book of 40 pages, published together with the Divi-

sion of Urban and Regional Studies at the Royal Institute of 

Technology in Stockholm. The book can be downloaded 

from the website http://arcpeace.org/01_AP_home.htm or 

ordered in hardcopy from dickurba@infra.kth.se.  

 

Competition about logo for ARCǒPEACE
All members and sympathizers of ARC●PEACE are invited 

to submit proposals for a logo of our organisation. The de-

mands are the following: 

1. The text "ARC●PEACE" shall be integrated into the 
logo. It must include the dot (●).  

2. The full name of our organisation is too long to be 

integrated  
3. The logo must be possible to use in three different 

formats: a) Colour on white background; b) black/-
gray on white background; c) White on black/dark 
background 

Proposals may be submitted in jpg, tiff or Word format. All 3 

versions should be sent. Together they must not be bigger 

than 6 Mb. Proposals shall be submitted no later than 1 

March 2009. Send proposals with the full name of the author 

to: Osman El Kheir, email: osman.elkheir@gmail.com. He 

will then put all the proposals together and send them to 

members with a request to vote for the most attractive one. 

Osman El Kheir will be the only one knowing who submitted 

what proposal. The proposal with most votes will be selected 

as the final logo for ARC●PEACE. The first prize will con-

sist of a couple of valuable books about design with social 

responsibility. 

http://arcpeace.org/01_AP_home.htm
http://arcpeace.org/01_AP_home.htm
mailto:dickurba@infra.kth.se
mailto:osman.elkheir@gmail.com
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Refuse to design prisons! 
ADPSR demands a change of U.S. crime policies 

 

Architects/Designers/Planners for Social Responsibility (ADPSR) in USA is one of the oldest and probably the biggest 
of ARC●PEACE’s members. It was originally established in 1981 to promote nuclear disarmament and correct the 

imbalances caused by military excesses overshadowing domestic needs. Since 1990 ADPSR has focused much of its 
effort on ecologically and socially responsible development.  

Prison design boycott 

One of the most successful recent campaigns of ADPSR is 
the prison design boycott. Launched in 2004, it calls on 

design professionals to not participate in the design, con-
struction, or renovation of prisons. A dedicated website 

(http://www.adpsr.org/prisons/about.htm) has been estab-
lished to communicate the stunning facts associated with 
U.S. prisons. ADPSR considers the U.S. prison system to 

be a devastating moral blight on our society and an over-
whelming economic burden on tax dollars, taking away 
much needed resources from schools, health care and 

affordable housing. The prison system is corrupting soci-
ety and making people more threatened, rather than pro-

tecting them as its proponents claim. It is a system built on 
fear, racism, and the exploitation of poverty. 

The number of inmates in state and federal prisons in 

USA has increased from less than 200,000 in 1970 to 
1,446,269 by 2005. An additional 747,529 are held in 
local jails. This means a total of 2.2 million. Twelve per 

cent of black males aged 25-29 was in prison or jail in 
2005 (compared to 1.7% of white males in the same age 
group). The 2005 United States’ rate of incarceration of 

737 inmates per 100,000 population is the highest reported 
rate in the world, well ahead of the Russian rate of 611 per 
100,000.  

* 
In the website it is argued that we architects should 

rather be using our professional skills to design positive 
social institutions such as universities or playgrounds, but 
these institutions lack funding because of spending on pri-

sons. Until January 26, 2009 the campaign has collected 
1039 signatures. 

Develop alternatives 

Stopping the construction of prisons is only one step to-
wards the better society that ADPSR aspires to. In its 

website it is argued that in order to minimize the use of 
prisons it is necessary to develop alternatives to impri-
sonment as responses to anti-social behaviour. An im-

portant first step would be to pass better laws: we should 
rescind "three strikes" laws and mandatory minimum 
sentencing rules to restore individualized justice to each 

person charged. We should also end the "War on Drugs" 
to decriminalize behaviours that can be addressed through 
medical care and social work and pose no harm to others. 

Then we could move towards "restorative justice," in 
which an offender can make restitution to those who have 

been hurt, and to society at large, in a community process 
of work and reconciliation. Community participation in 
judicial processes is well known among many indigenous 

peoples' societies, including many native to North Ame-
rica, and has helped inspire other community approaches. 

ADPSR hopes that 

by marshalling the 
collective voice of the 

design professionals 
who feel this way, it 
is possible to raise 

awareness of prob-
lems with the prison 
system. Not only U.S. 

citizens can sign the 
appeal.  

The author of this 
article has signed it. I 
encourage all readers 

to sign too.  
Go to the website 

(http://www.adpsr.org/prisons/about.htm) and add your 

name! 
Dick Urban Vestbro 

http://www.adpsr.org/prisons/about.htm
http://www.adpsr.org/prisons/about.htm


 

ARC-PEACE Newsletter No 25  January 2009 page 6 
 

Cuba leading the way towards sustainable development 
 

When the Soviet Union collapsed around 1990 Cuba found itself in deep crisis due to the disappearance of its 

favourable trade relations with East European countries. The crisis made it necessary for Cuba to find more sus-

tainable ways of production and urban development. In the last decade Cuba has developed new means to produce 

cheap and environment-friendly buildings and to make cities more self-sufficient with respect to food production.  

This was the background to the conference Built Environment and Sustainable Development (Medio Ambiente 

Construido y Desarrollo, MACDES) at the beginning of December last year. 
 
The conference was arranged in connection with the 

celebration of the 44
th

 anniversary of the founding of the 
José Antonio Echeverría Technical University in Havana. 
Several parallel conferences were organised. The one on 

architecture, planning and engineering was lead by pro-
fessor Dania González, member of the Board of ARC●-
PEACE. The undersigned was invited as a keynote spea-

ker. My lecture was entitled “Enabling strategies for 
solving the global slum problem” (can be ordered from 

dickurba@gmail.com).  
The conference attracted more than 200 participants 

from all over the world. Most of them came from Latin 

American countries. Also Spain, Italy, UK, Germany, 
Greece, Sweden and the Czech Republic were represented. 
As many as 180 papers were presented. They covered 

subjects such as management of protected nature reserves, 
sustainable rural settlements, densities in urban areas, eco-
design, sustainable tourism, hurricane-proof constructions, 

economic sustainability and the teaching of urbanism.  

Mixing lime pozzolana blend in the research station in 
Santa Clara, Cuba. 

Energy-saving building materials 

One of the most interesting presentations was the one on 
how to adapt concrete constructions in order to reduce 
energy waste from cement production and avoid CO2 

emissions. The paper was presented by Professor Fernan-

do Martirena of the University in Santa Clara. His starting 
point was the goal to reduce emissions of CO2 from ce-
ment production with 75 per cent globally. Even if Cuba 

uses considerably less cement than other countries Cuba 
ought to make its contribution to sustainable development, 
he argued. There is also a strong desire to develop cheaper 

building materials in Cuba. 

Production of hollow blocks of lime pozzolana blend.  
 
In order to develop eco-materials local raw materials 

should be used, Prof Martirena argued (in order to avoid 
expensive imports). H also emphasized that investments 

must be low, that technology should be suitable to small-
scale production, and that machines must not be too com-
plicated to use. He added that both manufacturing of 

materials and the construction process must be addressed. 
Production should be organised so that waste materials can 
be recycled.  

The speaker showed how tests had been made with a 
lime pozzolana blend, which is less energy-demanding and 

emits less CO2 than Portland cement. Experiments with 
different mixtures showed that good quality bricks could 
be achieved with only 12 per cent pozzolana cement 

(while 68 % was aggregates, 10 % water and 8% mineral 
mixtures). Firing was made with fuel blocks of sawdust, 
which could replace 40 per cent of wood when compared 

with previous firing methods. Simple machines were 
developed for compressing bricks at low cost. At the 
research station in Santa Clara a machine costing only 

USD 450 proved capable of producing 350 pieces in one 
day of eight hours. The lime pozzolana blend can also be 

used for hollow blocks and for roofing tiles. 
 

Dick Urban Vestbro 

mailto:dickurba@gmail.com
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ARCǒPEACE at the World Urban Forum in Nanjing 
 

The Fourth Session of the World Urban Forum IV took place 3-6 November 2008 in Nanjing, China. The theme 

was “Harmonious Urbanization”. The conference was attended by approximately 7,800 participants from 155 

countries. The ARC-PEACE UN representative Branka Balac and our Gender Affairs officer Luz Maria Sanchez 

participated in several sessions of the conference. 
 

Left to right: Professor F. Chuan, Dr Branka Balac, Ms N. 
Townsend, and Mr A. Krishnan. Location: World Youth 
Forum in Nanjing. 

Branka Balac reports: 
The Forum stressed the importance of the link between 
overcoming urban poverty, the challenge of affordable 
housing finance and ways of tapping into the global finan-

cial system to which cities are linked to bring impro-
vements to this problem area. 

There was wide agreement that attaining the Millen-
nium Development Goals would be a major contributor 
and that governments had to provide better support for 

cities and local authorities to make cities more inclusive, 
safer, cleaner, greener, with affordable housing for all. 

The forum emphasized the role of civil societies as a 

key partner in the quest for harmonious cities and sustain-
able urban management and the need for the private sector 

to do more for the urban communities. 
Furthermore, the Forum stressed the continuing need in 

corporate employment and in particular decent work and 

gender issues into all housing and development policies 
and programs. 

For Non-Governmental Organizations the Forum pro-

vided inclusive opportunities to communicate with private 
companies, governments, urban poor organizations, pro-
fessional associations and local authorities to advance 

their vision of sustainable urbanization.  

Youth-Led Development 

My participation at WUF IV began on November 1 at the 
Youth Forum, where the executive director of UN-Habitat, 

Ms. Anna Tibaijuka launched a new International Fund for 
Youth-Led Development. The fund will bridge the policy-
practice divide by promoting model youth-led projects and 

initiatives.  

UN-Habitat recognizes that young people need to be 
active participants in the future of cities and lead the way 
for other organizations and governments to place youth at 

the center of their development strategies. There were 
some remarkable presentations and it was well-attended 

by youth. 
I participated at major conferences, a dozen events; 

from roundtables to dialogues, to networking events and 

panel discussions. Roundtables were organized by Habitat 
Agenda Partners (ministers, mayors, private sector, youth, 
women, parliamentarians).  

The highlights of my participation at Dialogue 6, “A 
City for All Generations” and the Civil Society Orga-

nizations Consultation along with Ms. Narelle Townsend, 
Representative to the UN of the Commonwealth Human 
Ecology (CHS) and former UN Staff who elaborated upon 

the need for housing and shelter for young people saying 
ñthe recent launch of the global housing foundation 
constituted a significant step in the right direction.ò The 

Dialogue stressed that urban planning had to focus on the 
needs of all age groups and that means providing access to 
all generations to opportunities, services, shelter, welfare, 

and infrastructure. 

ARCǒPEACE publication promoted 

Other important events on which I was invited to partici-
pate were ñHabitat Partner Universities Roundtable; 

Broadening Cooperation with Institutionsò and “Urban 
Researchers’ Roundtable: Policy Challenges of Sustain-
able Urbanization. These events stressed the importance to 

strengthen the link between research, education, policy 
and practice in sustainable development as well as coope-

ration between existing and prospective Habitat partner 
universities. Also, the need to incorporate climate change 
into future policy implementation at all levels was empha-

sized. Measures to enhance climate change mitigation and 
adaptation should also include economic, technological, 
social and governance dimensions. 

The World Urban Forum 4 provided us with the oppor-
tunity to promote the ARC●PEACE publication “Are 

architects and planners obstacles to slum upgrading?ò. It 
was my pleasure to deliver the first copy to the Director of 
UN-Habitat, Anna Tibaijuka. Even though ARC●PEACE 

did not have its own event at the Forum, it was a pleasure 
to meet and cooperate with Paula Morais of Architects 
without Borders and Geoffrey Payne, who also distributed 

copies of the ARC●PEACE publication to Habitat 
officials. 
 

Branislava Saveljic-Balac, Main UN representative of 
ARC●PEACE and Chair of the NGO Committee on 

Human Settlements 
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Luz Maria Sanchez at WUF: 
ARC●PEACE Genders Affairs Officer Luz Maria Sanchez 
also attended the World Urban Forum in Nanjing. She 

participated in the advisory group against Forced Evic-
tions, which was organizing a round table discussion. The 
panel discussants presented cases of evictions in their own 

countries. Luz Maria Sanchez spoke about the work 
carried out by her NGO Estrategia. The other speakers 

were women from the Philippines, Brazil, South Africa, 
USA, Korea, Kenya, Honduras and Nicaragua. 

Luz Maria Sanchez also participated in an event on the 

use of gender criteria for development, and an event with 
the name What is Upscaling, arranged by the Huairou 

Commission. The latter 
event dealt with the issue 

of how activities to gain 
and maintain land at 
local level can be broa-

dened to include more 
communities and even 

countries. Luz Maria 
Sanchez also attended a 
networking event on 

Grassroots Women as the 
Heart of Sustainable Urbanization, a Women’s Caucus 
meeting and roundtable discussions on local governance . 

 

Franziska Amacher new ARCǒPEACE Board member 
 

Architects/Designers/Planners for Social Responsibility (ADPSR) of USA is the biggest member of ARC●PEACE 

and also one of the founders of our organization. Thus ADPSR is expected to have a role as a driving force in the 

Board of ARC●PEACE. Half a year ago ADPSR appointed a new member to the Board of ARC●PEACE, namely 

Franziska Amacher. The newsletter editor asked her to introduce herself.  

 
Professionally this year’s highlight was the construction of 
our design for a new solar heated super-insulated house. 

Another favorite project for an artist live-work loft 
community in an industrial building that we had been 
working on, was abandoned. The recession has hit the 

building business and while things slowed down during 
the spring, since November 2008 demand for architectural 
services has practically disappeared. We are very hopeful 

that with Obama sanity will return to politics.  

Design of Childrenôs Garden 

I also devoted my time on a number of pro bono projects. I 
designed a school yard garden called “the International 

Children’s Garden” in a poor industrial city outside Bos-
ton. This allowed children, who are from very underprivi-
leged homes, to learn how to plant and grow vegetables 

and their botany and to help them improve their diet. Over 
50 per cent are overweight from having junk food as their 
main diet. The program was quite successful. Their eating 

habits have improved, they know more about vegetables, 
botany and different food cultures of the pupils. The child-

ren actually won prices at a farmers fair for the vegetables 
they had grown.  

We are hoping to find 

the money to construct a 
kitchen that could be 
used as a class room to 

further the education on 
botany, organization, 
cooking, diet and last 

but not least as a social 
support system to allow 

kids eat a few times a 
week at a “family” din-
ner table where they can 

air their experiences and 

problems with the other kids and teacher in their group. 
This is based on a model developed by Alice Waters, a 

famous cook and social activist in Berkley, California. Our 
kids are in great need for such a support system, with 
many broken families, including a parent lost through a 

murder, because of domestic violence. 

Promoting green lifestyles 

I was also on the organizing team of the 2008 Boston 
Green Fest. It was a festival organized to encourage and 
promote greener lifestyles. A few hundred companies 

participated, including the Swiss consulate with a number 
of excellent posters about environmental issues. We 

designed the site plan for the layout with the many tents 
and a 15 meter long sculpture, the time tunnel on resource 
efficiency. The tunnel showed the use, overuse and abuse 

of the earth’s resources and ways of changing our ways. 
Unfortunately two hurricanes passed through Boston 
during the festival weekend. Nevertheless we got about 

2000 visitors. 
* 

A study, that we had started 12 years ago, was again 
brought to the forefront when Boston’s mayor recently 
decided to move City Hall to a–to-be built building in a 

much less central location. I and two colleagues taught a 
course at the Wentworth Institute of Technology in the 
Architecture Department to study how to make this award 

winning building of 1960’s Brutalism architecture into a 
greener more transparent and lovable building. On the 
invitation of one of the mayor’s rivals we showed how the 

building could be substantially improved from an energy 
efficiency point of view as well as making the building 

more open and user-friendly and that this could be done 
with a nine year payback. The historic preservationists 
supported us in this effort.  

Franziska Amacher 
 

The editor of this issue of the Newsletter was Dick Urban Vestbro. The next issue is expected in May 2009 


