FROM THE EDITOR

World seems to be estranged with wars, militaryflezis, terrorist attacks, human rights repressaom
also persistence of extensive poverty. The pagen fidick Urban in this issue on world military
expenditure speaks of what is the reality in mijitBuild up for countries, developed and developifige
situation calls for the need for spread of the sasfssocial and human rights responsibilities, botind
and action, among those who are directly involvedhaping the society and caring for it more vigsip
than ever. | strongly believe that ARBEACE, however humble it may look as an organimati® a right
step in that direction. Each one of us, as menttzer the responsibility to nurture ARC-PEACE andliel
gain strength internationally to spread the messagealso set examples which others can follow.

In conjunction with ASF-Espa and ASF-International, ARGEACE is holding its biannual meeting
on 17 April, 2008 at Barcelona. The event is hostgd\SF-Espaa and our thanks go to the organization
for this great gesture. The ARBEACE meeting is followed by a day of seminar drelgeneral assembly
meeting of ASF International. A brief on the pragime is on the last page of this issue.

It is pleasure and also honour for me to beettitor of this issue (no. 23) of the news letfesmall job
yet with a great purpose to join people chargeth witcial responsibility into a network. Gratefuhittks to
all those who contributed write ups and my speibiahks are for Dick Urban Vestbro and Osman El Khei
who extended support as previous editors. My spébemks also go to the young and agile doctoral
student of the Kyoto university, Japan, Subha Salaadvho did all computer work for this issue.

| sincerely hope the subsequent issues of ¢wes rletter will be richer in content and wider impact
with support from each of you.

Bijay Misra

OUR THREE AIMS ARE
INTERCONNECTED

When ARC PEACE was founded more than 20 years ago the niairwas to act against the danger of
nuclear war. The way in which the arms race isteeléo us as architects and planners was then fateau
like this:

The continuing build-up of nuclear, chemical and dliogical weaponglirectly contradicts this goal
(building tomorrow’s world) and threatens the destition of the whole of mankind. Moreover,
the inordinate cost of the arms race diverts massand ever increasing resources away from the
objectives of the UIA.

This quote is extracted from the resolutionpadd in 1987 by
the International Union of Architects in support tfe just
founded International Architects Designers Planners for tt
Prevention of Nuclear War the forerunner of ARCPEACE.
Unfortunately UIA later forgot this commitment.

Since then the cold war ended, but the arms ratenali stop.
New nuclear weapons such as bunker busters andraats of
depleted uranium have been developed. The agreaahent no
first use has been abandoned. The Non-Proliferafigaty has
broken down. The risks have increased that tetso@squire
nuclear arms. The situation has been well expresg&hvid

Lethal toys are to be forbidden.



Krieger, president of the California-based ARC PEACE has made some valuable contri-
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation: butions. We were very active at the Rio

Since the beginning of the nuclear age,
countries have spent large fortunes on the
research, development and maintenance of their
nuclear arsenals. The United States alone spends
upwards of $35 billion a year on maintaining its
nuclear stockpile — money that is diverted from
health care, education and other essential social
services. - - - We've put this money down a black
hole of so-called security. In a more just and
humane society, that money would be spent on
health care, housing and the alleviation of poverty
- - - We have a tremendous responsibility to do
something. No other generation in the past has
had to confront the possibility of human anni-
hilation by means of its own cleverness.

(TheStar.com 24 March 2008) conference on Environment and Development in
1992, and several of our member organisations
have skilfully applied knowledge about eco-
design. When addressing the problem of the
growing slums in third world cities innovative
and sustainable solutions are required.

It is obvious that the goal of sustainable deve
lopment is in direct contradiction with the
destructive influence of the arms race, and the
wars that follow due to the spread of weapons of
mass destruction. If the arms race can be curbed
we would have sufficient resources to build pea-
cefully and to solve the global slum problem.
People in the world would feel safer and be less
inclined to see each other as competitors about
scarce resources. To abandon consumerist life-
styles and embark on sustainable urban deve-
lopment is easier if made many together.

Let us continue to work together for these noble
goals!

War destruction in Iraq

The connection between the arms race and
commitment to design and planning for the poor
should continue to be a cornerstone of ARC
PEACE. We ought to involve ourselves more in
the issue of upgrading informal settlements and
planning according to the new enabling housing
strategy.

The third aim expressed in the Charter of A 1 N
ARC PEACE is about taking the issue of . e Dick Urban Vestbro
sustainable development seriously. In this field

Membershlp: To become a member of ARCPEACE one has to support the ARCPEACE Charter,
express an interest to be a member and pay the meeship fee (unless an exemption is made). The fee i
USD 50 per year for individuals and poor organizatns. Richer organizations pay USD 100, 200 or 500
depending on size and economic resources. Fees didie paid to: Account 1395587-7, Nordea Bank, SE -
10571 Stockholm (Bic code: Ndeasess; IBAN no: SESS00 0099 6042 1395 5877).



PROMOTING THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT IN EASTERN CROATIA

The UNDP Croatia Local Development Programme (LIRE)empts to reduce differences between
developed and less developed areas of Croatiatitmylating the socio-economic rehabilitation of war
affected communities while strengthening local atthes and assisting vulnerable groups.

This UNDP's project promotes the sustainable deweént of Eastern Slavonia in collaboration with
the towns of Vukovar and llok, Vukovar-Srijem Coyratnd the Austrian Development Agency (ADA).
Eastern Slavonia is a part of Croatia that hasesedf heavily from the 1991-1995 conflict both in

infrastructural as well as economic and human terms

Heavily reliant on agriculture and outdated
industrial production, it is struggling to create
new forms of economic activities while having
to focus on infrastructure reconstruction. The
focus is on limited reconstruction of targeted
infrastructure,

basic community particularly

related to the functioning of small remote com-
munities, businesses and local markets.

The project is divided in a few subprojects.
There are several subprojects in llok (mostly
dealing with basic infrastructure reconstruction)
and construction of eco-ethno club in Vukovar,
as a local centre for further development of eco-
logical awareness, eco products and sustain-
ability in the area.

Goran Vodicka

ARC PEACE member
Goran Vodicka is an
architect from Croatia
working for UNDP
Local Development
Programme.

TO WORK WITH DISPLACED
PERSON CAMPS IN EAST TIMOR

Those who have followed the fortunes of independsdt Timor in the years since its violent separati
from Indonesia in 1999 will no doubt have been diged by events of the last eighteen months. Tegsion
within the armed forces escalated into severalevibtonfrontations including the murder of a grafp
unarmed police by renegade members of the Eastrésacarmy. Civil society all but collapsed. Police
disappeared from the streets, schools and uniwrsihut down, entire government departments were
deserted, shops were boarded up and the nightsfiledenith looting and arson. Shocking as thegergs
were in themselves, they gave rise to an even greatamity as a dramatic rift was opened in Timere
society, splitting communities along ethnic linesl aesulting in 100,000 people fleeing into runaas and

makeshift internally displaced person (IDP) camps.

Camps sprang up all over Dili, East Timor’'s
capital. There was a clear preference for insti-
tutions operated by the Catholic Church -
schools, convents, seminaries and churches
themselves. In one convent school 13,000 people
crammed inside the gates each night, sleeping

along corridors and porches, under trees and
tarpaulins and occupying every conceivable
space. Another 10,000 people squeezed into the
car park opposite the main United Nations (UN)
compound, a camp sheltering many families of
Timorese UN staff. In the days following the
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arrival of Malaysian and Australian peace-
keeping forces in late May 2006, informal camps
were established wherever facilities were being
protected by soldiers. Tens of thousands of
people set up temporary shelter in the park
across the road from the port, in the grounds of
the national hospital and in open fields adjacent
to the airport. A month after the commencement
of the ‘crisis’ (as the events were known locally),
more than 60 camps had been formally registered
by the Timorese government.

Harsh life in the camps

Conditions within all the camps were very
difficult. There was insufficient space; shelter
was improvised and inadequate; food was in
short supply because all the shops were closed;
people were required to carry water; and toilets
were generally shared by several hundred people
and regularly broke down. A sense of despair
accompanied the physical conditions. People
were unable to go to work and children were no
longer attending school. Those sheltering in
camps spent each night in fear of attack by
violent gangs and often woke to learn that their
house had been burnt or looted.

The camps appeared to be such a difficult
environment in which to live that those of us
supporting the humanitarian response expected

them to disperse as rapidly as they had appeared.

We expected that restoration of order by the
international peacekeepers would facilitate peo-
ple returning home in a matter of weeks and that
all the major camps would be emptied by the
onset of the wet season in November. Although
most of the smaller camps have now closed, the
larger camps have not. Now, eighteen months
after they were spontaneously established these
camps are firmly entrenched in Dili's urban
landscape.

Uncertain future of the camps

Several government proposals to close or
relocate camps have faltered in the face of com-
plex motivations for families to remain. Huma-
nitarian agencies continue to provide food to
registered IDPs encouraging ongoing involve-
ment with IDP camps; government efforts to
rebuild homes burnt during the violence have
replaced only a small number of the houses lost;
ethnic tensions remain in many communities
preventing families returning to their homes even
if they were not destroyed; and insecurity of title
to land discourages many families from carrying
out their own rebuilding efforts (most land title

records were destroyed in 1999 and there are
often disputes over conflicting Portuguese and
Indonesian era titles). The camps present a seem-
ingly intractable problem for the government and

it would not be surprising to see people living in
tents in the hospital grounds or in the park across
the road from the port a generation from now.

From an outsider’'s perspective (in my case,
that of a foreign humanitarian assistance worker)
the camps appear such depressing and unpleasant
places to live that one might expect them to have
closed long ago without any government
prompting. | worked with Oxfam in a dozen of
the camps for several months, helping to
improve access to water and sanitation, so |
knew the physical condition in many camps well.
| worked extensively with Timorese camp mana-
gers and liaison staff and so also knew some-
thing of the management and political structures
in operation. | had never spent the night in an
IDP camp, however, nor visited one socially so |
knew next to nothing of how a resident might
view their life there.

An Australian colleague provided me with an
insight into the residents’ point of view. She
lived with a Timorese family in the Metinaro
IDP camp for several days at a time and invited
me for a visit. Her host family’s house in Dili
had been destroyed and they had built a small
palm-leaf hut in the Metinaro camp along with
thousands of other families. The roof and walls
were constructed from woven palm leaves and
the floor was compacted earth. In contrast to
nearby Dili, there was no electricity or running
water. Up to ten people lived in the family’s two
small rooms.

People choose to remain in camps

When | arrived | was welcomed in and offered
coffee. Chairs were improvised from up-turned
tins, formerly full of UN-funded protein biscuits.
As we drank our coffee and chatted away, life
for this family went on around us and they
explained why they remained in the Metinaro
camp rather than return to Dili. A friend had
offered them accommodation in a spare house in
Dili but the family was unsure how they might
be received in the neighbourhood. Having had
their house and possessions destroyed in 1999
and then again in 2006, they were very reluctant
to put at risk the few things they had managed to
save or acquire again. They also noted that it had
been expensive to buy the palm leaves used to
build their hut in the IDP camp. They felt they
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had built up a stake in the camp that they didn’t
want to walk out on.

| was surprised to see the family living
reasonably happily in what | had thought were
the wretched condition in the Metinaro IDP
camp. It had been difficult to see past my urban
Australian perceptions of ‘home’ and understand
why this family might choose to crowd into the
dirt- oored, windswept, palm leaf hut instead of
the modest comfort of their friend’s house in Dili.
My visits to IDP camps to ‘help’ people had not
provided me with any insight. Only by visiting
the camp residents socially, on their terms, had |
began to understand why people might chose to
remain in the camp.

Lessons to be learnt by the poor

My Australian colleague has been living in
remote parts of East Timor for several years. As
in the Metinaro IDP camp, this often requires
living in close quarters with a family, sharing a
bed with two or three others, living without a
toilet, running water and electricity - all the
things that those of us living in places like urban

Australia might consider basic necessities.
Despite that, she says that she feels better/hap-
pier/more at ease/more connected living in close
communities in East Timor than she does at
home in Sydney or Melbourne. As we discussed
this concept, we struggled to find just the right
adjective for the quality of life she experienckd.
might have chosen ‘more at peace’- peace in a
broad sense and entirely relevant to those of us at
Architects for Peace. The built environment in
the Metinaro IDP camp is an important element
in providing ‘peace’ for the families still living
there. Not for what it so clearly lacks - running
water, electricity, roads, sanitation, services -
but for what it boasts - security, ownership, self
reliance, opportunities for hospitality. This expe-
rience demonstrated that for those of us looking
to build peace, and not just structures, there are
lessons to be learnt and experience to be drawn
upon wherever people are living. (Matthew Bond,
Architects for Peace, March, 2008)
Kalli Vakras
Architectsforpeacero bono team, Australia

WORKING FOR PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS

Jean d’Aragon — member of AREEACE in Canada — some years ago did a fieldworkast London,
South Africa. He worked on housing projects inwady earth building technology. Together with his
partner in life Rosa Flores he worked on the desigrare and transitional housing for HIV/AIDS anB
affected people in Mt. Frere, a remote place offttenskei, former homeland of the Xhosa peoplenduri
the apartheid period. The Ubuntu Care and TramsitiHousing Project in Mt. Frere was the firstlie

Eastern Province. Here is Jean’s story about theik.

The buildings will be built of Compressed Earth
Blocks, as this project is an opportunity to
introduce the technology for subsidised housing
as an alternative to concrete blocks that are
imported from the bigger centres. Such an
approach should stimulate the economy of the
community, which is facing more than 80% rate
of unemployment besides the high rate of HIV
positive among the population.

HIV becomes an important issue in South
Africa as well as on the overall African Conti-
nent. Itis taking a lot of lives. Studies shdwatt
in South Africa, it will have reduced life expec-
tancy from 51 to 41 years between 2001 and
2010. One Saturday there was a big music show
in Cape Town, which was the launching of
Nelson Mandela’'s Campaign against to fight
AIDS. This campaign was not only to collect
funds but to make the whole world aware that

"AIDS is no more a disease only but a human
rights issue"as Nelson Mandela said. | know
that AIDS might not be part of ARGPEACE's
concerns but it already takes as many lives as
many wars.. Jean d'Aragon
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MILITARY SPENDINGS INCREASE GLOBALLY

World military expenditure in 2006 (the latest
year for which compilations have been made) is
estimated at $1204 billion in current prices. This

Asia with the highest level of military expenditure
and as the fourth biggest spender in the world.
Over 1997-2006, Central Asia, Eastern Europe,

represents an increase of 37 per cent over the 10-the Middle East, South Asia, North America and
year period since 1997. Expenditures have signi- sub-Saharan Africa increased their military spen-

ficantly escalated after the September 11 attacks,

largely due to the continuing US led ‘war on
terror’, including Irag and Afghanistan. This mas-
sive increase in US military spending has been
one of the factors contributing to the deterionatio
of the US economy since 2001, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
World military expenditure is extremely
unevenly distributed. In 2006 the 15 countries
with the highest spending accounted for 83 % of
the total. USA is responsible for 46 per cent &f th
world total, distantly followed by the UK, France,

ding by more than 50 %. India, with purchases
over USD 6 billion in 2005-06, was the world's
largest importer of military hardware

The arms sales of the 100 largest arms-pro-
ducing companies in the world (apart from China,
for which figures are not available) in 2005
increased by 18 per cent over those of the Top 100
for 2002. US companies dominate the list: 40 US
firms accounted for 63 per cent of the combined
Top 100 arms sales of $290 billion in 2005. Some
32 West European companies accounted for ano-
ther 29 per cent and 9 Russian companies for 2

Japan and China with 4-5 per cent each. In 2006 per cent. Companies based in Japan, Israel and

China continued its steep increase in military
expenditure, for the first time surpassing that of

India, in descending order, accounted for most of
the remaining 6 per cent of world arms sales.

Japan and hence replacing Japan as the country ingoyrce http://www.sipri.org/

Dick Urban Vestbro

MAKING COMMUNITIES MORE HUMANE.

Exciting new ways to link people, share
imagination and spirit to creates communities we
would love to be with. Imagine a city learning
how to love, find its true heart, awaken its own
soul through the leadership of a poet! This is
exactly what is happening in Toronto, Canada,
and it is an inspiration for all our towns and
communities. Toronto’'s Poet Laureate, Pier
Giorgio DiCicco, has captivated the spirit of his
city’'s citizens with his beautiful notions and
words. Creative City is the name of a ten-year
visionary strategy, which, in DiCicco’s language,
aims to “restore intimacy, curiosity, trust, and
play into the happenstance encounter of citizens,

in an era when the happenstance and the
unpredictable are a threat.”

Such spirit is mirrored in the activities of
New Village Press that works as a window for
immaginative design effort to build desirable
community. How else can we build the cities of
our dreams, if not first by engaging our
imaginations with each other and sharing what
we find most precious.

This impetus to share what we love, to play, to
build a caring community of our own, has
prompted us alNew Village Pressto create a
space where we can bump into each other in less
formal ways.

Elizabeth Lynne, President,
Architects/Designs/Planners for Social
Responsibility &editor of New Village Press

See furthewwww.adpsr.org
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YOJANAKARS INVOLVEMENT IN
SOCIAL HOUSING DELHI

Under the impact of globalization Delhi is a ragidrowing and fast changing mega city. Delhi urbaga
growth has been fast over the last two decadexamdntly it adds more than 10,000 in-migrant faesil
every month. The city has now its third successhaster plan with a perspective vision for the pkrio
2001 — 21. The projected growth of population ia ldst two 20 year plan periods fell significarghort of
the actual and the current plan puts the projeptgailation at a realistic figure of 23.0 million B921.

For various reasons, Delhi's planned effort to
guide its growth has remained slow in catching
up with the new dynamism created through rapid
growth and the worst hit sector is housing
especially social housing sector. A critical lag is
constantly seen in the past years in the supply of
residential land. The gap between need and
supply of developed land for housing construc-
tion has been widening significantly over the
years. Often the actual supply through planned
effort fell short below half that of the requi-
rement. The major reasons being the tardy public
bulk land acquisition process which has been the
only policy for land assembly, mounting value of
urban land and increasing reluctance of the land
owners to sell land to the government.

Slums AND social housing grows

The obvious result was fast expansion of slum
like housing as families found their informal
ways to have access to basic shelter wherever
they could through squatting on public land and
getting access to informal housing developed by
small developers. Officially such type of housing
provision has always been recognized as un-
authorized and illegal by the government. In fact,
however, such housing has been a safety valve
for the exploding and volatile social housing
sector.

Some radical resettlement projects were taken
up since the mid 70s to shift the occupants of the
informal slum like housing with tenure on 18 sq.
meter small plots. But, there was hardly any
effort to change the method of land assembly and
speed up supply of residential land for the low
income and poor residents. Over the following
years, such efforts remained scanty as ever and
the informal housing sector expanded even faster.
The political pressure for finding a lasting and
feasible solution to the pressing issue of social
housing intensely mounted. Under the current
master plan (2001-2021) the Delhi government is
politically committed to build 50, 000 dwelling
units per year, mainly for social housing. A
break through in the current land management

policy is a must to speed up the supply of
residential land.

Socially responsible consultants

Yojanakar(1993), a consortium of planners,
architects and engineers with social responsi-
bility, has been involved in mitigating the
problems of the housing sector in Delhi for long.
Yojanakar president, Bijay Misra and vice-pre-
sident, S.C.Gupta, both 1964 trained professio-
nals from the School of Planning & Architecture,
were commissioned in 2003 by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) for advice on
how the authority could significantly augment
supply land for urban expansion and ensure
adequate supply of residential land for social
housing The model of land assembly suggested
by Yojanakar has now been accepted by the
government and in June, 2008, DDA again com-
missioned Bijay Misra team to provide details on
operability of the suggested model in the light of
the master plan 2001-21.

Yojanakarrealized that no short-cut way could
bring a lasting solution to the social housing
problem of Delhi. The effort has to be multi-
lateral and essentially based on the social
responsibility principle. Innovative methods
must be found in providing tenure and stability
to the informal settlements for upgrading wher-
ever possible and at the same time a crucial need
is to enhance the capability of the DDA to
supply residential land for development at a
couple of times higher rate than the current one.

Change policy at top level

Seized by the challeng&,ojanakarfocused its
effort on the latter and developed a land
management model based on a ‘barter cum pool-
ing’ process of land assembly. The model pro-
motes public (DDA)-private(farmer land owner,
land financer and real-estate developer) part-
nership that enables DDA to assemble residential
land for planned development at a much higher
rate without paying compensation as was the
case under bulk acquisition policy. At the same
time the process recommended Wpjanakar
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satisfies the land owners and the private
developers with the possibility of attractive
returns. Yojanakals recommendations have
been accepted by the government and currently
modalities are being worked out to put the same
on ground.

Yojanakamwas convinced that the only way to
make a dent in the increasingly deteriorating
social housing sector is to help change the policy

particularly in a way which will significantly
augment the rate of supply of residential land.
Following this realization and guided by its
social responsibility principléf ojanakar contri-
bution influenced the land management policy at
the top level of the city
government.
Bijay Misra
President Yojanakar

at the highest level on urban land management

TIME FOR RENEWAL OF ARC PEACE

When ARC PEACE was founded we wanted to acquire a formatsire with branches in many countries,
a permanent secretariat and regular meetings @&nagand international level. These optimisticage
were promoted by the fact that the Internationaiodrof Architects adopted a resolution in suppdroer
organisation, and because many national UIA membatame members of AREEACE. Soon it turned
out, however, that the mainstream professionaldsodiere not that interested in issues such as psace
upgrading or other aspects of social responsibiliherefore ARCPEACE became a loose network rather
than a formal organisation.

Our network has not managed to build up sound The revived Sudanese group has taken over edi-
finances through procedures for fund-raising oting of the ARC PEACE website. This is a very
regular contributions from members or sponsoringencouraging step towards a more even distribution
companies. The collection of membership fees hasf responsibilities. Another such step is the fhat
been sporadic and the scant funds that we hav@sman El Kheir of ARCPEACE Sudan and Bijay
secured have not been sufficient to pay a secattariMisra of Yoyanakafindia have acted as newsletter
or a minimum of an office. Existing funds have editors. The principle of rotating editor should be
been used almost entirely to sponsor travel cdsts @xtended to other groups and individuals. Further-
a few poor members to attend our biannuamore, we need to get a new treasurer after regignin
meetings. Rolf Johansson and hopefully a group in charge of
Most of the work carried out in ARGEACE invoicing and fund-raising.
consists of voluntary contributions by committed We should also form working groups around
persons. This can be regarded as a strength, butoither tasks. At the Barcelona meeting | suggest tha
also makes our network vulnerable. During the lastve discuss the possibility to form working groups
years the burden of work has been more unevearound the following issues:
than before. The undersigned has served both as gnnort for our UN representative Branca Balac.
chair, secretary, newsletter editor, collectoresd, i )
web editor, organiser of meetings and manager of A Network for professional commitment to
the Yahoo discussion list. This situation has to ©nabling housing strategies.
change. We have to distribute tasks more equally A network for ecological design and sustainable
among ourselves. urban development.

Luz Maria Sanchez became Co-Chair in 1998, these fields we can work fruitfully together it
and the undersigned was elected at the meeting jchitecture Sans Frontiéres-International,  of
Stockholm 2000. It is high time to shift tasks andyhich ARC PEACE is a member. Working with
get new persons in responsible positions. At thsF-|nt also means that we can involve ourselves

forthcoming meeting in Barcelona we ought t0jn concrete design and planning tasks of social res
elect new Co-Chairs. Resigning co-chairs coulthonsibility.

shift to other tasks such as secretary, responsible
for recruitment of members, gender affairs or
liaison with other NGOs of interest to us.

Dick Urban Vestbro
Co-Chair of ARCPEACE

ARC PEACE Newsletter No. 2z March 200¢




