New Co-Chairs elected at ARC•PEACE’s 15th meeting
Bijay Misra of Yoyanakar, India and Osman El Kheir of ARC•PEACE Sudan were elected new Co-Chairs at the latest meeting of our organization in Barcelona in April 2008. Dick Urban Vestbro resigned after eight years as Co-Chair and became (once again) the Secretary of ARC•PEACE. Luz Maria Sanchez resigned after ten years as Co-Chair and became the Gender Affair officer (see separate article). Mewahib Yagoub Mohamed of ARC•PEACE Sudan was elected Treasurer of our organization. The Co-Chairs, the Secretary and the Treasurer form an Executive Committee with the task to collectively implement decisions taken in Barcelona and those taken by the Board. 
The ARC•PEACE meeting was held at the University of Catalunya, and was excellently hosted by ASF-España. 14 members from 11 countries participated in decisions about the future of our organization. The meeting started with a presentation by Dick Urban Vestbro about the history of ARC•PEACE, including glimpses from the founding meetings in 1987 and 1988. He explained how the nuclear threat became the main cause of the organization, the ideas behind the ARC•PEACE Charter, how ARC•PEACE became an NGO with consultative status to the UN, and gave examples of activities of members.

The participants then engaged in a discussion about the four main aims of ARC•PEACE in the light of recent global changes. Among other things it was pointed out that the threat of nuclear war is as much present as it was in 1987; that professional commitment to housing the poor is more urgent than ever, and that architects and planners often do not take sustainable development seriously. It was pointed out that the issue of disaster management deserves more attention, and that we engage in the removal of remaining mines in war zones.
The meeting decided to review the present Charter, which was revised last time in 2000. It was furthermore decided that the two Co-Chairs and the Secretary formulate a proper work plan for the coming period. It was proposed that special working groups be composed, for instance for support to the UN representative; for fund-raising; for upgrading of informal settlements etc. 

The meeting noted with thanks that ARC•PEACE Sudan had established the new ARC•PEACE website. Special thanks were directed to Elisa Ceria for designing the new website, and to Munzer Maali, who has managed the website excellently since the start. It was noted that the rotating responsibility for the newsletter had been working well. Thus it was decided to continue with the rotating responsibility and that special issues of the newsletter be issued in Arabic, Russian, Spanish etc.

Our UN representative Branislava Saveljic-Balac reported about her activities during the period she had been in charge (since 1 January 2007). She had been present at all major events within the ECOSOC (economic and social affairs + environment & human rights). She serves as Vice-Chair of the Committee on Human Settlements. 

The meeting was followed by a full day’s seminar with the title: “Are architects and planners obstacles to enabling housing strategies in low-income countries?”. The seminar day included presentations of design and planning project in Japan, Croatia, Sudan, Uganda and Latin America.
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Participants in the Barcelona ARC•PEACE meeting. Front row from left: Mewahib Yagoub Mohamed, Osman El Kheir, Bijay Misra, Elena Bazhenova. Middle row: Duaa Derdiri, Barbara Davidson, Branislava Svaeljic-Balac, Pawan Shrestha. Back row: Goran Vodicka, Dorota Wlodarczyk, Dick Urban Vestbro, Norio Okada, Alexander Bahzenov. Missing in picture: Ahmad al Jowder. 

